PETROVARADIN FORTRESS AL wow sap

An exceptional achievement of fortification architecture of the 18" century, which represents one
of the most complex, largest and best preserved artillery bastion forts in Eu_rqp_g-_._ I —— W\ b == _ : B _ r‘.,g,k
It was built as an original work of Austrian military engineers in compliance with the most current o ' /) I B

achievements of the European, in particular French fortification school of those times.

b

THE DANUBE

A
popanponOen
pjo" . 5

2

NOVI SAD
Highs (Zezelj's Bridg
9 L1 | o
£ ¢ ODINASUME"-
MER RAILWAY STATION

TRANDZAMENT | o VARADIN

.4 3 "
“SREMSKI KARLOVCI SREMSKI KARLOVCI
BEOGRAD 22-1 BELGRADE 22-1
RUMA RUMA




=

Lower Fortress or Water Town (Wasserstadt) is a flatland
part of Petrovaradin Fortress. During the 18" century, the
Lower Fortress was shaped into a military - residential complex
with numerous squares, buildings, convents, as well as massive
bastions and gates that used to have a defence character.
The settling of the nobility, officers; clerical and civic social
layer imposed the need for the Lower Town to be regulated
according to the principles of military-baroque architecture.

Within the area of the Lower Town there are two very
important buildings of religious character. The first one is
Roman Catholic Parish Church of Saint George. The church
was built in the Baroque style in the period from 1701 to
1734 by the Jesuits. There is also the Serbian Orthodox Church
of Saint Apostle Paul, which was built in 1922 for the needs of
holding the religious services for soldiers of Orthodox
religious affiliation while it got its contemporary outlook
after the great reconstruction carried out by the end of the
20 century.

One of the most important structures at the Fortress,
Belgrade Gate, is located at the Lower Town, on the road to
Sremski Karlovci and Belgrade. It was built in 1753 in the
Baroque - Classicist style. The gate represented the most
important structure in the defence system of the Lower
Fortress.
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UPPER FORTRESS

Upper Fortress is the first part that was built at Petrovaradin
Fortress. The building started at the end of the 17" century
and lasted throughout the 18" century. It represents an
encircled and fortified complex of bastions, ramparts, gates
and barracks built at the highest level of Petrovaradin rock.
With the ceremonial salons in the Officers' Pavilion and fortified
rampart - Cavalier, it is an elite part of Petrovaradin Fortress.

The area of Upper Fortress accommodates the largest
number of tourist attractions such as the City Museum of Novi
Sad where the visitors can see several permanent exhibitions:
“Novi Sad from the 18" to the 20™ century’, “Petrovaradin
Fortress of the past” and "Great War Contingency Well". Thanks
to the guiding service of the Museum, the visitors can also visit
the Underground military galleries/tunnels namely a four-storey
communication-defence system that is more than 16 km long
and represents a unique attraction of Petrovaradin Fortress.

The Upper Town is dominated by the Clock Tower, which is
interesting not only because of its appearance but also because
of the fact that its large hand shows hours and the small one
shows minutes. This attraction is also known by the name of
“Drunken Clock” because the clock is slow during winter and
in cold weather and fast during summer and in hot weather.

Upper Fortress is the home to the Space Museum, which
includes the Planetarium and the area of the "Tunnel" club.
There is also an Art Colony - Likovni krug (Fine Arts Circle),
informally the largest art colony in the world because it has
been gathering more than 100 artists for more than seventy
years now.

As a cultural-historical unit, with the above-mentioned
cultural institutions, underground military galleries/tunnels,
hospitality facilities, landscapes areas and Parade Square it is
the most attractive part of Petrovaradin Fortress.
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Fortress trenches and mine fields

The Upper Fortress and the Hornwerk are girded by
multilayered, dry land, sharp angled and spacious trenches
located between the bastions, ravelins and counterguards
that descend gradually towards the foothill, spreading up to
the outer covered trenches surrounding the entire
fortification. The trenches served a dual purpose - during the
peace times they were used for manoeuvring purposes, while
during the war times they fulfilled a defensive role. Apart
from the Antwerp Fortress, the Petrovaradin Fortress had the
largest mine system in the world that was buried beneath the
trenches and was designed to impose large scale damages to
the enemy armies using the requlated explosions.

Water trenches

The trenches were formed during the first half of the 18"
century as a protruding defensive installation for protection
of the Lower Fortress, namely the Water Town. The trenches
represented a complex system of sharp angled massive ramparts
and canals with numerous fortification structures surrounding
the Fortress towards the Danube that as multilayered defence
system used the water level as natural obstacle.

Hornwerk is one of the capital parts of Petrovaradin Fortress
that makes a complex defence system of fortifications
together with the Lower and Upper Town.

Considering that the largest threat to the southern borders
of the Habsburg monarchy used to come from the south,
namely from the Ottoman Empire, the builders of the Fortress
decided by the beginning of the 18" century to embark the
building of this large protruding complex — a military polygon
in the shape of terrace scissors, namely double horns
(Horn - horn; Werk — work).

Hornwerk is fenced with massive ramparts and ravelins
and protected by the deepest land trenches at the Fortress,
Tsar’s Trench and underground military galleries/tunnels with
the mine system.
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