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Preface to the second revised  
and updated edition

The book Female Names of Novi Sad – A Guide for Alternative Tour Lovers (2014) in Serbian, 
English and Russian languages has garnered interest from both domestic and international 
audiences. It provided insights into the historical and cultural development of Novi Sad through 
stories of women who contributed to the city’s social progress in the fields of education, art, 
philanthropy, trade, publishing, politics, science and the advocacy for women’s rights in the 
period from the late 18th to the early decades of the 20th century. 

The second, revised and updated edition of the book Female Names of Novi Sad – A Guide for 
Alternative Tour Lovers brings new data on the life and work of some prominent women from 
Novi Sad, along with three new biographies (of Katarina Popović Midžina, Vida Vulko Varađanin 
and Olga Krno), as well as data on the residences and places of stay of prominent women about 
whom there are new or different data. We hope that the book will serve as a foundation for 
future projects that may involve streets being named after: Judith Horovitz, Ljubica Obrenović, 
Katarina Popović Midžina, Eržika Mičátková, Olga Krno, Jelica Belović Bernadžikovska, Vida 
Vulko Varađanin, Dr. Nada Micić Pakvor and Dr. Anna Czimmer, but also Zorka Lazić, Zorka 
Hovorka, Viktorija Jugović Risaković, Sultana Cijuk (whose biographies are not included in this 
book), and that, in addition to marking the houses where the notable women of Novi Sad lived, 
brief information about their lives in the form of memorial plaques will now be placed at the 
beginnings of the streets bearing their names. 

        The authors
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The aim of the research project Female Names of Novi Sad, conducted during 2014, is to 
highlight the biographies of a number of women who left a mark in the cultural, political 
and economic history of the City of Novi Sad, to mark the houses in which they lived and 
to provide information on the locations of their resting places, if available. 

The history of women was often neglected in the dominant historical discourse because 
the focus was on the eventful and male-dominated political history. Women only gained 
access to universities in the mid-19th century which enabled them to qualify for various 
professions and move beyond the traditional pattern, which mainly revolved around 
marriage. Through education, and later political rights achieved by the women of 
Vojvodina (in a short time) in 1918, women became visible in the public sphere, contributing 
in such a way to the overall progress of Novi Sad. Full equality for women in Vojvodina 
was won in socialist Yugoslavia when the equality project was supported ideologically, 
legally and financially (paid maternity leave, kindergartens, free education and health 
care, pension system... ) in all spheres of life and work. 

GORDANA STOJAKOVIĆ 
About prominent female citizens of Novi Sad
 



The history of the city is not only written in textbooks, but also in the spaces where our lives 
unfold. The names of streets, squares, schools, awards, as well as monuments and busts, also 
speak of the historical flows that we learn about directly because they become part of our 
identity through the names of the streets we live in, the names of the schools we attended, and 
more. That is why it is important for the city to have female names that, in this way too, directly 
bear witness to the gender aspect of the care for cultural heritage. 

The project titled Prominent Women of Novi Sad, realized in the period 1999-2010 at Mileva Marić 
Einstein Gender Studies and Research Institute in Novi Sad, drew public’s attention to more than 
sixty women who witnessed an important step forward that women took into the public sphere. 
Based on the research and with the support of women in political structures, Novi Sad has 
predominantly given dozens of female names to its new streets. Thus, the streets of Novi Sad 
were named in honour of various women, including pianist Jovanka Stojković, women’s rights 
activist Savka Subotić, benefactor Jelena Kon, writer Börcsök Erzsébet, benefactor educator 
Darinka Grujić, etc. The square in front of the Matica Srpska building was named after Marija 
Trandafil, the benefactor who financed the building works. Built only a few years ago, the most 
modern school in the Novi Sad settlement of Veternik was named after her. 

However, despite the fact that an increasing number of streets, squares and schools are given 
female names, it cannot be overlooked that these spaces are predominantly located on the 
outskirts of the city. Except for communist women (Vera Pavlović, Grozda Gajšin, Olga Petrov, 
Sonja Marinković, Fejős Klára, Bem Lívia), only the actresses Draga Spasić, Milka Grgurova, 
writer Milica Stojadinović Srpkinja and benefactor Marija Trandafil have “earned” their streets 
in the city centre and in Liman I. Most women who belonged to the bourgeois intellectual 
elite today “reside” in: Slana bara (Anica Savić Rebac), Veternik (Savka Subotić, Jelena Kon, 
Nemessányi Adél), Vidovdansko naselje (Sofija Vujić), Gornje livade (Milica Tomić, Börcsök 
Erszébet), Adice (Draga Dejanović), Klisa (Draginja Ružić, Milka Marković, Mileva Simić), Sajlovo 
(Dr. Kornelija Rakić, Dafina Natošević, Jovanka Stojković, Katarina Milovuk)... in areas that were 
not part of the city at the time they were alive. The central positions were predominantly given 
to revolutionaries – primarily communist women, which is in accordance with the ideological 
matrix in the socialist period of Yugoslavia, where women were considered equal to men in all 
segments of life and work. The peripheral nature of women’s positions can be observed in all 
other historical periods by the selection of female roles. Thus, the urban spaces mostly reflect 
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the following female roles: actresses, writers, and philanthropists. More than a third of 
all female roles belong to prominent women in the field of art: actresses, painters and 
writers. Communist women account for a quarter of all streets named after prominent 
women, while women benefactors comprise a dozen. 

The marginality of women’s positions, still visible today in the structure of urban space, is 
reflected in their position in history and culture, but also in relation to the current power 
structure. Peripherality in relation to gender on the one hand and social structure on the 
other is a current measure of evaluating the place and reach of women’s individual and 
collective development and achievements here and now. 

The continuation of the initiative regarding the naming of streets after prominent women 
from Novi Sad represents the marking of their houses, as well as installing monuments 
or busts where possible. In the first phase of this project, the proposal is to mark the 
houses of selected notable women from Novi Sad, and where this is not possible, to 
place commemorative markers in the streets named after them. 

The project is designed so that the result of the first phase of the project will be a 
publication containing short biographies of prominent women, followed by a proposed 
text for the plaques, namely essential information about the houses where the plaques 
should be placed, and information about the resting places of selected prominent women 
from Novi Sad. The publication will include photographs of the selected women for whom 
there are appropriate permissions for publication. The publication will also contain a 
city map indicating the houses and streets, which will fulfil the tourist valorisation of 
the project since the publication can be used as a unique guidebook through Novi Sad. 



Many prominent women of Novi Sad did not acquire their status of Novi Sad citizens by their 
birth, but through their work and reputation they certainly deserve to be recognized among 
the distinguished citizens of Novi Sad. Some of them spent their entire lives in Novi Sad, were 
born and deceased in Novi Sad, while unfortunately, some rest in other cities, far from the 
place where they realized their own dreams. For us, women who were born in Novi Sad are 
equally important as those who came to Novi Sad, bringing with them all their values that they 
continued to develop in this city. 

The places where they lived and worked are also very important to us because those are 
locations that bear witness to history. There are still windows from which they looked and doors 
through which they entered their homes, which is a great value that we should not ignore. In 
order to sometimes be able to pause next to these places and remember these extraordinary 
women, we list below the addresses where they lived, worked, or died. We hope that each of 
these houses will soon have a plaque on its façade, reminding us that these are the houses 
where women who contributed to the development of culture, science and economy of our city 
lived. It would be nice if, at least for a moment, we had the opportunity to take a peek into the 
rooms in which they lived and created, and to make them memorial rooms arranged in the way 
as they were during their lives. 

Having researched the biographies of prominent women from Novi Sad, we are in the position 
to provide, at least to some extent, an insight into the addresses where they lived, worked 
and died. It will be clear to readers that only a small number of women selected here have 
commemorative markers, while the majority have been deprived of remembrance. We often 
pass by houses and streets in which they lived quite carelessly, unaware of their significance. 
With this text, I would like to emphasize the importance of marking their houses, the importance 
of installing busts, monuments and memorial plaques in their honour in order to enable future 
generations to become acquainted with the lives and work of distinguished women of Novi 
Sad. 

SVETLANA KRESOJA 
Where did the prominent female citizens  
of Novi Sad live and die? 
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From 1748, when it acquired the status of a free royal city, until the revolutionary 
Springtime of the Peoples in Europe in 1848/1849, which the Serbs in the Habsburg 
Monarchy called “Buna” (Rebellion), Novi Sad – a multiethnic city on the outskirts of 
the Habsburg Monarchy, rapidly developed as a significant trading centre. After the 
destruction during the Rebellion of 1849, there was a period of reconstruction that lasted 
until the beginning of World War I. After the end of the Great War, the city became the 
economic and cultural centre of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes/Yugoslavia, 
and after the Second World War, it became part of socialist Yugoslavia. 

In the context of social development, the question of the subordinate position of women 
was raised in the mid-19th century, at a time of national democratization, when the 
emancipation of every nation in the Habsburg Monarchy could not be seen without the 
participation of its female half. Legally and by custom, women were in a subordinate 
position in relation to men. The civic and upper class of the population prepared 
their daughters for marriage because it was the customary source of livelihood. In 
this context, education was designed through specific schools – lerovi, where proper 
behaviour was taught, as well as household skills, handicrafts, music, German language, 
reading and writing. For the farmers`s daughters, who could attend public schools, the 
most important thing was not the dowry and whether they could read and write, but 
whether they were strong and resilient, capable of working in the field, in the house, and 
give birth to and care for children. However, by law, initially under Austrian and later, 
from the late 19th century, under Hungarian law women were not deprived of the right 

PROLOGUE 1748-1945



to inherit (widows and daughters) and manage their own property. This enabled the increase in 
number of benefactors and a number of independent businesswomen, laying the foundation 
for the advancement of many women into the public sphere. 

One of the examples of breaking away from the traditional female roles is the establishment 
and work of women’s organizations or, as they were then called, “women’s cooperatives”. 
These were well-organized entities, and often, thanks to women philanthropists, prosperous 
enterprises, initially formed according to national or religious affiliation. The main activities of 
women’s cooperatives were caring for poor, neglected and abandoned people. Later, specific 
endowments or funds were established to help poor and abandoned female children, funds 
for the education of gifted female children, and so on. Just how significant were the funds and 
property donated to these institutions is also evidenced by the fact that, in 1908, the Charitable 
Cooperative of Serbian Women from Novi Sad (1880-1941) had “its own house on the first floor, 
worth 40,000 K (kroner) and 20, 121. 39 K in cash... The fund of Đorđe F. Nedeljković of 11,581. 
86 K, for the clothing of poor school children and for heating for the poor. ” The value of the 
property of Serbian women’s cooperatives of Serbian women of Austria-Hungary, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and America in 1910 was 927, 514. 47 kroner or 185, 502. 89 US dollars. In 2019, this 
amount would be US $5,001,583.00. 

The 19th century, women’s first public and professional roles were in the field of healthcare and 
education. The first female municipal employees were city midwives, kindergarten teachers 
and teachers in public schools for girls. Another open space for women in the public sphere 
was the performing arts (actresses, musicians), the literary scene, and later, in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries, publishing and journalism. The first European university to allow women to 
study under the same conditions as men was the University of Zurich, specifically the medical 
school, as of 1864. It wasn’t until the beginning of the 20th century that more girls were allowed 
to enrol in universities in our region, thus creating the preconditions for women to qualify for 
various professions and become economically independent and professionally accomplished 
individuals. 

In the Habsburg Monarchy and the Kingdom of SCS/Yugoslavia, women were not active 
political entities. However, before the First World War, even without formal political rights, 
female citizens of Vojvodina participated in political life. Therefore, it was no surprise that 
in the elections for the Grand People’s Assembly of Serbs, Bunjevci and other Slavs in Banat, 
Bačka and Baranja (which, in Novi Sad, on November 25, 1918, made the decision to join Banat, 
Bačka and Baranja to the Kingdom of Serbia), voting rights were granted also to women above 
the age of 20. Thus, female citizens of Vojvodina were the first to win the right to elect and be 
elected to government bodies, long before all women of legal age in socialist Yugoslavia had 
the same right guaranteed by the 1946 Constitution. 

G. S. 
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The life and work of Judith Horovitz/ Judith Horowitz (1787-1857) still attracts the 
attention of the professional public today. Pavle Šosberger’s research on Jewish history 
and heritage in Novi Sad has spawned a story about a new female social position. 
Judith was born into a prominent Novi Sad merchant family, Horovitz, whose several 
members were on the local committee of the Jewish community. At the end of the 18th 

and the beginning of the 19th century, women (widows and daughters) most often did not 
participate directly in business, despite being able to inherit property, jobs, and the fact 
that they had the right to profit. That is why the appearance of Judith Horovitz, a woman 
who has proven herself to be a successful, independent trader, will mark a turning point 
in understanding of women’s business capability and their position in society. This is 
evidenced by the list of heads of the Jewish community in Novi Sad from 1844, where her 
name is located along with the designation – the owner of the commercial house. Judith 
Horovitz not only took on a part of the roles intended for men in the business world, 
but, as a member of the women’s section of the Jewish community, with a group of like-
minded women, submitted a request to the Magistrate of Novi Sad through the Jewish 
community for the establishment of the first women’s humanitarian organization. This 
organization aimed to fulfil similar goals as the Holy Society (Chevra Kadisha), but with 
a distinct focus on humanitarian efforts. The request was submitted on March 28, 1848, 
at the dawn of the Rebellion, which would bring conflicts and destruction to Novi Sad, 
so the request could not bear fruit. However, it will remain written in the history of Novi 
Sad that Judith Horovitz, an independent merchant, the only woman on the list of heads 
of the Jewish Novi Sad families, was the first to apply for the establishment of a women’s 
organization in Novi Sad. The Novi Sad Israelite Women’s Charity Society (Újvidéki 
Izraelita Jótékony Nőegylet, 1876-1941), the oldest Novi Sad women’s society that worked 
continuously until the beginning of the Second World War, is a continuation of those 
aspirations that Judith Horovitz started with like-minded women. The first successful 
businesswoman and the first advocate of women’s organizing, Judith Horovitz, died in 
Novi Sad and was buried at the Jewish Cemetery. 

JUDITH HOROVITZ



Pavle Šosberger’s text 
on Judith Horovitz
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Judith Horovitz (1787-1857) was the first 
independent female entrepreneur in 
Novi Sad who submitted the application 
for the establishment of an independent 
women’s organization in Novi Sad in 
1848. 

G. S. 

Judith Horovitz lived in today’s Pavla 
Papa Street, and the shop she ran was 
located in Jevrejska Street. She was 
buried at the Jewish Cemetery, at the 
burial plot I/04-196. On this plot there 
are old graves and stone monuments. 

It is difficult to determine her specific 

monument due to the age of the 

monuments located on this plot, with the 

letters barely visible. Pavle Šosberger, 

however, left the information that she 

was buried at the burial plot VIII/ 893. 

There is no memorial dedicated to her in 

Novi Sad. The proposal is for a street in 

Novi Sad to be named after her, and in 

that street, a plaque should be placed to 

remind people of this prominent woman 

from Novi Sad. 

S. K. 
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Ljubica Obrenović (1788–1843) j was born in Srezojevci in the Vukomanović family. During 
the First Serbian Uprising against the Ottoman Turks, she married Miloš Obrenović, who 
would be leader of the Second Serbian Uprising, and then the Prince of Serbia. The best 
man at the wedding was Karađorđe, the leader (vozhd) of the Serbs. She gave birth to 
eight children, three of whom outlived her: Perka, Savka (Jelisaveta) and Mihailo, the 
Serbian prince. The marriage to Miloš Obrenović was full of temptation, disappointment 
and humiliation. History records that she killed Petrija and tried to kill Stanka, her 
husband’s public mistresses. She was saved from the wrath of Prince Miloš due to her 
pregnancy, and saved further by escaping to her native village. Since that event, Prince 
Miloš ordered that Ljubica Obrenović not stay with him in the same residence. Among all 
Ljubica’s residences, the most famous is the one in Belgrade. 

After the collapse of the First Serbian Uprising, Ljubica Obrenović remained in Serbia 
with her children. Hiding from reprisals, she ordered a servant to kill them all in case that 
the Turks ever found them. Her personal courage was manifested not only in the fact 
that she knew how to handle weapons, that she was a strong support system for her 
children, the Vukomanović family and, when she could, Karađorđe’s widow, but also in 
the fact that she was the only one who could encourage her husband – the leader of the 
Second Serbian Uprising in moments of despondency. 

In addition to taking care for children and a numerous family, Prince Miloš also entrusted 
Ljubica Obrenović with certain administrative and diplomatic tasks. Thus, she was in 
charge of the tax when the Prince Miloš was absent, she managed his properties in 
Požarevac, and in 1834, during a diplomatic mission in Vidin, she managed to obtain 
the liberation of Andrija Genčić from the Turkish prison. A writer, Dora d'Istria wrote 
with much respect about her stay in Bucharest. There are data that she was involved in 
political turmoil in the Principality of Serbia by joining the constitutionalists who wanted 

LJUBICA OBRENOVIĆ
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to limit the power of Prince Miloš and who managed to banish him from the country. 
It is known that Ljubica Obrenović was familiar with Miletina buna (Mileta’s Rebellion) 
(1835), the rebellion in the Požarevac district (1840), the uprising in Niški sandžak (1841). 
For a while, she supported her husband in an effort to regain power, thus facilitating 
the efforts of opponents of the Obrenović dynasty to exile Prince Mihailo from Serbia 
in 1842. Ljubica Obrenović went into exile with him voluntarily. Moving to the Habsburg 
Monarchy, she first settled in Zemun, where she collected, created and managed funds 
for political action in favour of the Obrenović’s. The authorities of the Habsburg Monarchy 
designated Novi Sad as a place of residence for her to prevent her interference in the 
political life of the Principality of Serbia. Death found the first princess of modern Serbia 
in Novi Sad, whose residents solemnly and respectfully escorted her to the Krušedol 
Monastery, where she was buried. One of the first humanitarian women’s organizations 
among Serbs was named after her. 

Ljubica Obrenović (1788–1843), the first princess of modern Serbia, lived for a short time 
in Novi Sad, where she died. 

G. S. 

Ljubica Obrenović came to Novi Sad in March 1843. During her stay in Novi Sad, she lived 
in a house located in the old Jevrejska Street, in the courtyard of the future Adamović 
Palace (demolished during the construction of the theatre, 1979–1980). The house in 
which she lived was removed as early as in 1955, when then Palić Restaurant opened its 
garden. It is the area right next to the Apolo Centre (towards the building of the Serbian 
National Theatre). Princess Ljubica Obrenović died after only a few months of staying in 
Novi Sad, in the arms of Prince Mihailo, who claimed that his mother had been poisoned. 
The idea of burying her in the courtyard of the Saborna Crkva (Cathedral Church) or 
at the Jovanovsko Cemetery was abandoned, so the family decided to bury her in the 
Krušedol Monastery. At the farewell, the bells of all the churches in the city rang (both 
Catholic and Protestant, not only Orthodox). The procession was enormous, the body 
was displayed overnight in the Cathedral Church, and numerous banners, ripidia and 
crosses were carried in the procession. A huge number of people, either by carriage or on 
foot, joined the procession to Krušedol Monastery. 

According to the research of Vojislav Puškar, a historian of the Institute for the Protection 
of Cultural Monuments of the City of Novi Sad, her house was located in Zmaj Jovina 
Street no. 5. The proposal is to install a memorial plaque in Pozorišni trg (Theatre square), 
which will tell the tale of the Novi Sad days of Princess Ljubica Obrenović. 

S. K. 
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Marija Trandafil (1816–1883) was born in Novi Sad, into a wealthy Popović family from 
Novi Sad. She lost her parents at an early age, and her guardians, the cousin family of 
Hadži-Kiri Nikolić, married her to their accountant Jovan Trandafil. She was less than 
sixteen at the time, and he was forty. They had two children, Kosta and Sofija, who both 
died at an early age. The dowry that Marija brought into the marriage will serve Jovan 
Trandafil to quickly get rich, acquire a shop and two houses in Osijek, from which income 
the Novi Sad and Osijek hospitals were later supported. 

The first will was made by the spouses in 1860. After her husband’s death (1863), Marija 
Trandafil won the right to manage money and real estate in court. She acquired and 
increased capital by forming endowments, changing the original joint will. Among such 
bequests, the most important is the Endowment of Marija Trandafil for Serbian Orthodox 
Orphans in Novi Sad, where the headquarters of Matica Srpska, the oldest Serbian 
literary, cultural and scientific society and the Library of Matica Srpska are located 
today. The endowment was formed in 1926, when it welcomed the first wards into the 
building that was built in 1912, according to the design of Momčilo Tapavica. Matica 
Srpska moved into the building in 1928, and the orphanage was moved to Sajlovo. 

Marija Trandafil Foundation for Novi Sad Gymnasium Students aimed to provide student 
scholarships under the patronage of the Novi Sad Serbian Orthodox Great Gymnasium. 

This was not the only opportunity Marija Trandafil used to help gifted or poor children 
and the impoverished people of Novi Sad. It is known that she fed the poor regardless of 
nationality or religion “when the hungry years set in” and that she extensively rebuilt and 
equipped the Novi Sad Armenian Church, which belonged to the Catholic community. 
For her humanitarian work, she was awarded the Order of the Red Cross. 

MARIJA TRANDAFIL
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The Matica Srpska and the Novi Sad ecclesiastical municipality of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church were heirs of the significant legacies of Marija Trandafil. At the moment of her 
death, the value of the endowed property in goods and money was 700,000 forint. The 
book Srpkinja: njezin život i rad, njezin kulturni razvitak i njezina narodna umjetnost do 
danas (A Serbian Woman: Her Life and Work, Her Cultural Development and Her Folk 
Art Until Today, Sarajevo, 1913), recorded that the value of the endowment amounted to 
1,400,000 kroner. Marija Trandafil paid special attention to the Nikolajevska (St. Nicholas) 
Church in Novi Sad, taking care of its renovation and maintenance. Sofija, Kosta, Jovan 
and, finally, Marija Trandafil were interred in that church. In recent years, Novi Sad has 
honoured the great benefactor by naming the square where the headquarters of Matica 
Srpska is located, near the Nikolajevska Church, after her. Additionally, the most modern 
elementary school in Novi Sad located in Veternik has also been named after her. 

Marija Trandafil (1816–1883), one of the greatest benefactor among the Serbs, left the 
Serbian people and Novi Sad a legacy worth 1,400,000 kroner in 1913. 

 G. S. 

Marija Trandafil was born in Novi Sad, in a house on the corner of Pašić and Grčkoškolska 
Street. Today, this is Pašićeva no. 11. On the rounded corner above the balcony of this 
house is the icon of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, after whom the house is named 
– At the Icon. She lived at Zmaj Jovina Street no. 16, with her husband Jovan, and she 
died there as well. After her death, as she had no direct descendants; her brother’s sons 
inherited the house and opened a printing house there. She was buried together with her 
husband and early deceased children, son Kosta and daughter Sofija, in the Nikolajevska 
Church, whose restoration was assisted by the Trandafil family during their lives. In the 
church itself, on the left, there is a plaque that testifies that Kosta, Sofija, Jovan and 
Marija Trandafil rest there. Marija Trandafil owned the houses at Zmaj Jovina Street no. 
8, 16 and 17, Pašićeva Street no. 11, Dunavska Street no. 16 and Miletićeva Street no. 17. She 
left all that as an endowment, in addition to the legacy in the form of land and money. 
There are no memorial plaques on these houses. In 2002, a bust of Marija Trandafil, the 
work of sculptor Laszlo Szilagyi, was installed in the building of Matica Srpska, in the 
entrance hall. The proposal is to install a memorial plaque in Marija Trandafil Square, 
commemorating the legacy of this prominent woman from Novi Sad. 

 S. K. 
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Dafina (Nana) Natošević (1830–1911) was born into the family of a Novi Sad lawyer and 
former mayor Grigorije Jovšić. By marrying Dr. Đorđe Natošević, a doctor and reformer 
of Serbian schools in Hungary, she found herself at the centre of cultural and political 
developments of Novi Sad and Vojvodina Serbs. 

Nana Natošević played a significant role in the establishment of the first women’s 
organization in Novi Sad (1867), for which she personally obtained 500 ducats from 
Prince Mihailo in Belgrade. As Serbian women felt subordinate in this first women’s 
organization, women around Nana Natošević founded the Dobrotvorna zadruga 
Srpkinja Novosatkinja (Charitable Cooperative of Serbian Women from Novi Sad, 1880). 
Nana Natošević was the vice president of the organization, and after twenty-five years 
of cooperative work, she was awarded an honorary membership. She was one of ten 
Novi Sad women who, at the initiative of Savka Subotić, demanded from the Serbian 
National-Church Assembly to establish the Srpska viša devojačka škola (Serbian Girls’ 
College). After the death of Đorđe Natošević, she donated 4, 000 books to the library of 
this school. She was the head of the women’s committee, which repeatedly raised money 
for the teaching materials and equipment for the Serbian Girls’ College. 

Nana Natošević holds merits for the establishment of the Red Cross Branch Office in Novi 
Sad (1875). During the Serbian-Turkish War (1876–1878), women from Novi Sad prepared 
bandages and collected financial contributions for the Serbian population affected by 
the war, in her house. Among the charitable actions she initiated or participated in, the 
most significant are: assistance to the flooded in Szeged (1879) and to the victims of the 
fire in Sarajevo (1879). Nana Natošević herself collected 157 ducats and 5 forints for the 
printing of Jovan Jovanović Zmaj’s Pevanija (Collection of Poems). 

Dafina Nana Natošević (1830–1911) was a benefactor and one of the founders of the 
Charitable Cooperative of Serbian Women from Novi Sad. 

 G. S. 

DAFINA (NANA) NATOŠEVIĆ
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Dafina Nana Natošević and her husband Dr. 

Đorđe Natošević lived in today’s Pašićeva 

Street no. 7. There is no mark on the house that 

would indicate her long life at this address. 

Dafina Natošević has no monument, bust or 

memorial plaque dedicated to her. She was 

buried in Uspensko cemetery, burial plot 

V/01-011. She was buried in this tomb with her 

husband. The monument is protected. One 

street in Sajlovo bears her name. In order to 

preserve the memory of Dafina Natošević, 

the proposal is for a memorial plaque to be 

placed on the house in Pašićeva Street no. 7 

and in the street that bears her name. 

S. K. 
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Katarina Popović Midžina (1830–1902) is the first female cookbook author in the Serbian 
language. Her work Veliki srpski kuvar sa slikama: za upotrebu srpskih domaćica (Great 
Serbian Cookbook with Pictures: For the Use by Serbian Housewives), in Cyrillic, was 
published in Novi Sad in 1878. The book is written in the vernacular, with great style, and 
contains culinary recipes that she personally prepared. From the foreword, we learn 
that for Katarina Popović, a prominent woman from Novi Sad known for her culinary 
skills, was offered by the famous Printing House of the Serbian bookstore of Brothers 
M. Popović in Novi Sad to compile a cookbook. In this endeavour, she brought not only 
her personal experience but also the experience of her mother Nančika Petrović and 
her friends. There is also a selection of the best recipes published in foreign cookbooks 
and magazines. The book had 194 pictures and instructions for serving and decorating 
dishes, decorating the table, organizing festive snacks, balls and receptions, and many 
more useful tips regarding the jobs that women were responsible for in the household. 
The book was a great success, and it was (with many changes) printed on several 
occasions, namely: 1891, 19??, 1911, 1925, 1931 and 1936. Phototype editions were published 
in 1990, 2007 and 2013. 

Over time, the content of the cookbook has changed, and the most significant change 
is in the fourth edition, which was prepared for print, at the request of the new publisher, 
by Novi Sad writer Mileva Simić, changing not only culinary terms, but also recipes and 
the composition of foods in them, as well as the ways of serving certain dishes. The 
circulation of this popular book is also impressive. The preface to the 1931 edition states 
that the Cookbook had been printed in 30,000 copies by then, and Katarina Popović 
can be considered one of the most popular authors of printed books in the Serbian 
language. 

What is known of Katarina Popovic’s private life is that she was born into a renowned 
Petrović family. Anka Dobrić, her cousin, left the information that Katarina was “an 
educated, hardworking, gifted and cheerful woman”. It is known that she married 
Dimitrije Popović Midža, and therefore the nickname Midžina became part of her identity. 

KATARINA POPOVIĆ MIDŽINA
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She was also a member of the Novi Sad “dilettante” theatre, led by her father-in-law 
Konstantin Popović Komoraš. During the fourth decade of the 19th century, the troupe 
performed in the Novi Sad tavern Kod Fazana (At the Pheasants), the most common of 
Komoraš’s rewrites of famous drama texts. Katarina Popović was considered a writer by 
the Novi Sad intellectual public, first because her poems were published in the magazine 
Bačka vila, and then because of the Great Serbian Cookbook with Pictures: For the Use 
by Serbian Housewives. This is confirmed by the text in the monthly magazine Javor 
(Maple) from 1891, where she was classified as a “woman who tried to engage with the 
quill” and the book A Serbian Woman: Her Life and Work, Her Cultural Development and 
Her Folk Art Until Today from 1913, in which her name is among the women “who work in 
the literary field”. 

Katarina Popović Midžina (1830–1902) is the first female author of the Great Serbian 
Cookbook with Pictures: For the Use by Serbian Housewives (1878) printed in several 
editions in tens of thousands of copies, which places the author among the most widely 
available authors of Serbian language editions. 

 G. S. 

According to Vojislav Puškar’s research, the house of Konstantin Popović Komoraš was 
located in “Županijska Street, next to the Evangelical Church”, and today it is Jovana 
Subotića Street no. 3. In memory of Katarina Popović Midžina, one street in Belgrade 
(Čukarica) bears her name. We suggest that she be honoured with a street named after 
her in Novi Sad as well. 

 S. K. 
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SAVKA SUBOTIĆ

Savka Subotić (1834–1918) is one of the most important practical educators of 19th century 
in Vojvodina. Her work in connection with the development, production and sale of womeǹs 
household craftsmanship has gained worldwide recognition, and her involvement in the 
emancipation of women has earned her honorary membership in almost all Serbian and 
many foreign women’s organizations. Affirmative articles about her work were published 
in European newspapers at the beginning of the 20th century. Savka Subotić was awarded 
decorations by the Serbian and Russian courts. She was also the first president of the 
Serbian National Women’s Alliance, the Circle of Serbian Sisters and the Princess Ljubica 
Association. Her work, inspired by the ideas of mechanical materialism, as well as those 
from Leo Tolstoy to German philosophers and educators such as Immanuel Kant, Johan G. 
Fichte, Arthur Schopenhauer, Friedrich Fröbel, Johann H. Pestalozzi, etc., was the occasion 
for her, as an extraordinary women’s voice, to speak at the Vienna Science Club in 1910 
and 1911. 

Savka Subotić realized the exceptional value of Serbian women’s household craftsmanship 
and focused part of her activities on the development, production, sale of what was then 
called “household industry”. Her contribution was a creative mediation between the 
centuries-old tradition of production and dyeing of canvas and wool, weaving, knitting, 
embroidery and the requirements of the modern market. The success that Savka Subotić 
achieved thanks to household craft products tailored to the needs of modern man and 
woman (laundry, dresses, shirts, handkerchiefs, umbrellas, curtains, fabric, rugs, blankets, 
tablecloths, hats... ), was capitalized at international fairs in: Budapest (1881, 1885), Zagreb 
(1882), Novi Sad (1884), Antwerp (1885), Paris (1889, 1900), London (1907). Unfortunately, this 
success did not receive organized support from the Serbian intelligentsia, craftsmen 
and merchants; instead, the patterns and samples of Serbian women’s household 
craftsmanship were unlimitedly taken over and capitalized upon as if they were of Eastern 
origin. She collected her experiences of this epochal work in the book O našim narodnim 
tkaninama i rukotvorinama (On Our Folk Fabrics and Handicrafts, 1904). 
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Working with and alongside women is a trademark of her entire work. In this context, her 
advocacy programme for women’s rights was primarily for the right to compulsory and 
quality education of female children. The household industry development program 
paved the way for the economic empowerment of rural women. She was also a supporter 
of political rights for women, education of women for work in the public field, the 
expansion of the women’s movement, gender role reform through marriage reform and 
changes in the attitude towards illegitimate children. Her anti-militarist views and publicly 
announced demands to reduce the military budget and increase funds for agriculture and 
culture are well known. For Savka Subotić, the emancipation of women is the responsibility 
of women themselves, and humanism was identical to feminism. 

Her reputation at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century was enormous. 
This is confirmed by the fact that one of the most important books on the scope of women’s 
public work in the field of art, education, culture and science, as well as on women’s 
activism in the Serbian people until the first decade of the 20th century is dedicated to 
her –A Serbian Woman: Her Life and Work, Her Cultural Development and Her Folk Art 
Until Today. Savka Subotić died in her hometown, on November 25, 1918, in the house that 
was then located at the address of Ferenc Rákóczi Street no. 11. According to her wish, the 
death was announced later by the obituary, and by the efforts of Charitable Cooperative 
of Serbian Women from Novi Sad, her remains were transferred to Zemun and buried in the 
Subotić family tomb. 

Savka Subotić (1834–1918) was the first president of the Serbian National Women’s Alliance, 
the Circle of Serbian Sisters, an honorary member of all Serbian and some European 
women’s organizations, the first to discover the importance of the women’s household 
industry and one of the few women who spoke at the Vienna Scientific Club. 

 G. S. 
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Untilthe Rebellion in 1848, Savka Subotić 
livedin today’s Dunavska Street no. 5 in 
the house of the Polit family. This house 
burned down during the bombing of 
Novi Sad (1849), so the Polit family moved 
to Grčkoškolska Street no. 7. After her 
marriage to Jovan Subotić, Savka lived 
in today’s Dunavska Street no. 1. in the 
house where the City Library is located 
today. Jovan Subotić founded a printing 
house there in 1870, and the political 
newspaper Narod (People) was published 
there. After that, Arsa Pajević, a Novi Sad 
printer, bookseller and publisher, bought 
the house and bequeathed it to the 
Orthodox Church Municipality of Novi 
Sad. 

Savka Subotić, a woman who was one of 

the most agile women of her time, has 

no monument, bust or memorial plaque 

dedicated to her. She died in Novi Sad, in 

a house on today’s Pozorišnitrg (Theatre 

Square). She was buried in Zemun, next 

to her husband Jovan Subotić. One street 

in Veternik bears her name today. Her 

portrait, the work of Novak Radonić, is 

kept in the White Ceremonial Salon of 

Matica Srpska. The proposal is for Savka 

Subotić to get a monument in Novi Sad 

and to have a memorial plaque placed in 

her honour in the Theatre Square. 

 S. K. 



Students of the Craft School in Novi Sad  
wearing dresses with Kosovo embroidery (1926). 
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SOFIJA VUJIĆ

Sofija Vujić (1851–1921) was born in Ovsenica in Banat, in the family of priest Luka Popović, 
whose children: daughters Draginja (married Ružić), Jelisaveta (married Dobrinović), 
Katica (married Popović), Ljubica (married Kolarović) and sons: Laza and Paja Popović 
were actors. Sofija, with the consent and mentorship of her sister Draginja Ružić, accepted 
a professional engagement in the Serbian National Theatre in Novi Sad as an eleven-
year-old and thus became the youngest professional actress of the Serbian theatre. There 
are two pieces of information related to the debut role she had in the Serbian National 
Theatre: the role of Anica in Pokondirena tikva (1862) and Julka in Vojnički begunac (1863). 

She married composer and conductor Aksentije Marković in 1867. Their daughter Milica 
(Milka) Marković will become the famous actress and director of the Serbian acting scene. 
After the death of Aksentije Marković, she married the Osijek merchant and landowner 
Petar Vujić. 

Sofija Vujić’s artistic life was not only a path of success. The difficult moments came after 
the sudden death of Aksentije Marković in Prague in 1873, when she was forced to accept 
an engagement in travelling theatres, and she spent two years at the Croatian National 
Theatre in Zagreb. She returned to the Serbian National Theatre again in 1878, where she 
remained until her retirement in 1906. 

Sofija Vujić was a great and versatile actress who sovereignly ruled the Novi Sad theatre 
scene. The professional public and the audience rated the following roles as her best: 
Kosara (Vladislav), Mara (Miloš Obilić) and Carica Milica (Zadužbina). 
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Milica (Milka) Marković (1869–1931) was born in Pančevo. Early in her life she lost her father, 

composer Aksentije Marković, so she moved often with her mother Sofija, who accepted 

acting engagements in Vojvodina and Slavonija. Therefore, it is not surprising that as a 

five-year-old, she had her first role in Schiller’s play William Tell, and that as a fifteen-year-

old, she became an intern at the National Theatre in Belgrade, where she played about 

twenty roles in two years. 

She came to the Serbian National Theatre in 1885 and remained there until the end of 

her artistic career. Milka Marković was an educated actress. After graduating from the 

Serbian Girls’ College, she stayed in Vienna, Munich, Prague, Paris and Rome, perfecting 

her undeniable acting and musical talent. She spoke German, Hungarian and French, 

and translated dramatic texts. Jovan Grčić noted that, according to her translation, a 

theatrical play with singing, the Polish Jew by Émile Erckmann and Alexandre Chatrian, 

was performed in the Serbian National Theatre in Novi Sad in 1897. 

MILICA (MILKA) MARKOVIĆ
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Milka Marković was the first director of the Serbian acting scene. She directed the drama 
Ljubav (Love) by I. N. Potapenko on the stage of the Serbian National Theatre in Novi 
Sad (1911). As Maxim Gorky noted, “in that novel, even a woman loves a bad man more 
than those... honest workers. ” She then staged about eleven plays in the Serbian National 
Theatre. Among the most important roles of Milka Marković were: Greta (Faust), Cordelia 
(King Lear), Ophelia (Hamlet), Juliet (Romeo and Juliet), Nastasja (Na dnu), Anđelija and 
Majka Jugovića (Smrt majkeJugovića). 

Milka Marković’s private life was marked by tragedies: the suicide of her husband, actor 
Mihajlo Marković, whom she married in 1888, and the untimely death of her son Stevan. 
Dimitrije Marković, her other son, devoted his entire life to acting and the theatre. 

Sofija Vujić (1851–1921) and Milka Marković (1869–1931) were among the most important 
actresses, and Milka Marković was the first director of the Serbian acting scene. 

 G. S. 
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Sofija Vujić and Milka Marković lived in 
a house at Dunavska Street no. 16. This 
house, built in the style of classicism, 
was owned by Marija Trandafil, who left 
it to Matica Srpska in her will, but also 
to the usufruct of the manager of her 
goods, Luka Jocić, a bookstore owner 
and publisher. Later, Jocić’s daughters 
bought it from Matica Srpska. Sofija Vujić 
and Milka Marković probably rented an 
apartment here since 1878. They were 
buried at the Almaško cemetery. Sofija 

Vujić was buried in the burial plot I/5-658, 
and Milka Marković in a tomb with the 
Ružić family located on plot V/6-27. The 
house in which they lived is not marked, 
they have no monument or bust. In Novi 
Sad, in Klisa and Vidovdansko naselje, 
there are streets named after them. The 
proposal is to place a plaque on the house 
in Dunavska Street no. 16 as a reminder 
that Sofija Vujić and Milka Marković lived 
there. 

 S. K. 
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Milica (1854–1881) and Anka (1855–1923) Ninković were the first socialists active in the 
political life of the Principality of Serbia. Their political activism usually places them in the 
circle of followers of Svetozar Marković. The Ninković sisters were born in Novi Sad, where 
they were educated. For sometime, their private tutor was Svetozar Marković, whom they 
had known even before that, through newspaper articles and performances in the United 
Serbian Youth. They then continued their education at the University of Zurich, which was 
the first to open its doors to girls, where they attended pedagogical studies in the period 
1872-1874. 

After successfully completing their studies, the Ninković sisters went to Kragujevac, to 
the Principality of Serbia. The Girls’ College and the newspaper Oslobođenje (Liberation 
– Journal of Science and Literature) were the first projects of the Kragujevac socialists 
in whose implementation they participated, primarily in connection with the school. It is 
known that, according to their idea, on January 1, 1875, a competition for the enrollment of 
female students in the Girls’ Collegewas announced. 

The Ninković sisters were marked in the public life of the Principality of Serbia as 
“communists” and undesirable foreign citizens, and in 1875, in order to avoid deportation, 
they concluded marriages with like-minded people: Milica Ninković with Petronije Pera 
Todorović, and Anka Ninković with Sreten Anđelković. Upon their return to Kragujevac, 
they continued their political work with their spouses – comrades, gathering around the 
newspaper Staro oslobođenje (Old Liberation). The entire editorial office lived and worked 
as a well-organized commune, and the Ninković sisters were translators, they managed 
correspondence with foreign countries, accounting, proofreading and were responsible 
for the feuilleton. 

The work of the Ninković sisters in the socialist movement was tireless, but rarely named. 
However, it is also known that the ideologue of Russian “narodnism” Pyotr L. Lavrov was 
in contact with Milica and Anka Ninković and that he appreciated Milica’s knowledge 
of political economy. During her second stay in Zurich (1879), Milica Ninković, according 

MILICA AND ANKA NINKOVIĆ
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to the recommendation of P. L. Lavrov, was in contact with the socialists Karl Kautsky 
and Eduard Bernstein with whom she discussed the criticism of the ideas of Nikolay G. 
Chernyshevsky, the economic theory of John S. Mill and Malthusian theory. Milica Ninković 
provided data on the Serbian socialist movement for Ludwig Richter’s Das Jahrbuch für 
Sozialwissenschaft und Sozialpolitik (Yearbook for Social Sciences and Social Policy, 1881). 
The letter of Anka Ninković to P. L. Lavrov in which she informs him about the publication 
of the translation of his Historical Letters in the newspaper Liberation (1870) is well known. 
Milica Ninković translatedthe books Srbija na istoku (Serbia in the East) by S. Marković 
into Russian and Uništenje estetike (Destruction of the Aesthetics) by P. Todorović into 
German, some articles by Svetozar Marković for the newspaper of the First International, 
Forwards (Vorvärts), and parts of the Social Sciences Alphabet by V. Bervi-Flerovsky for 
the newspaper Der Sozialdemokrat. 

The Ninković sisters were part of the socialist front that won the elections in Kragujevac 
in 1876 and organized the Red Banner event on that occasion. The repression of the 
regime of Prince Milan Obrenović did not immediately follow because the First Serbian-
Turkish War (1876-1877) broke out, in which Milica Ninković was a volunteer nurse. To avoid 
imprisonment, many socialists had to go abroad. Milica was in Belgrade for a while, and 
then she came to Novi Sad, where the socialists (Pera Todorović, Pera Velimirović, Lazar 
Paču) launched the socialist newspaper Straža (Guard) in 1878. In that socialist commune 
too, she worked tirelessly. Milica then received a Russian scholarship to study medicine, 
which she started in St. Petersburg, andlater continued in Zurich and Paris. Unfortunately, 
tuberculosis prevented her from completing her studies. Severely ill, she returned to 
Kragujevac, to her sister Anka, where she died at the age of 27. 

Anka Ninković after many life losses, went to Switzerland, where she joined the theosophical 
movement of Rudolf Steiner. Upon her return to Serbia, she worked as the headmistress 
and educator of the Female students’ home in Belgrade. She lived in seclusion. She died in 
Belgrade, where she was buried. 

Milica (1854–1881) and Anka (1855–1923) Ninković were the first socialists active in the 
political life of the Principality of Serbia. 

 G. S. 
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Milica and Anka Ninković lived in the 
house located in Zlatne grede Street no. 
4. The house was demolished during the 
construction of the Jovan Jovanović Zmaj 
Grammar School. Milica and Anka left 
Novi Sad at a young age, lived and died in 
Kragujevac and Belgrade, but left a mark 

in national socialist thought. One street in 

Novi Sad near the Novi Sad Fair bears their 

name. At the end of this street there is a 

memorial plaque that informs people of the 

significance of their work. 

 S. K. 
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Adél Nemessányi (1857–1933) was an educator, the first director of the Novi Sad 
Hungarian Royal State Civic Girls’ College and the founder of the Novi Sad branch of the 
Association for the Promotion of Women’s Education Mária Dorottya. She was born in 
Liptovský Mikuláš. She was educated in her hometown, Bratislava and Budapest. In 1876, 
she was accepted as a teacher of the Civic Girls’ College in Székesfehérvár. In 1884, she 
was appointed director of the Novi Sad Hungarian Royal State Civic Girls’ College. 

Menyhért Érdujhelyi mentions Adél Nemessányi as a successful school principal in the 
History of Novi Sad. Thus, he first states that in the school year 1876/7, the first grade of the 
Hungarian Royal State Civic Girls’ College was opened. In 1880, the school had four grades, 
four full-time and two assistant teachers, and in 1894 it was eight “teachers strong”, and 
the headmistress was Adél Nemessányi. Érdujhelyi measured the success of the school by 
the number of enrolled female students, so he noted that their number grew from year to 
year, and the success was even higher if we take into account the fact that the Serbian 
Girls’ Collegewas also operating at the same time, and that in the school with classes in 
Hungarian “a large number of the students... were Serbian and German girls”. Referring 
to the report of Senator Miša Dimitrijević of 24 January 1877, Vasa Stajić mentions both 
Novi Sad girls’colleges in the Cultural Historyof Novi Sad, so it can be seen that (despite 
more numerous teaching staff and obviously more substantive teaching in the Serbian 
Girls’College) there was more interest in the Hungarian Royal State Civic Girls’ College. 

ADÉL NEMESSÁNYI
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There is little information about the private life of Adél Nemessányi. She was the daughter 
of János Nemessányi (1832–1899), a royal advisor, superintendent of Hungarian and Slovak 
schools, a prominent member of the Novi Sad evangelical community, who received the 
status of Hungarian nobility for his merits in the educational field. The Austrian Emperor 
and Hungarian King Franz Joseph I decorated Adél in 1913 “with a golden cross”, and the 
Novi Sad Ženski svet (Women’s World) also wrote about it. Adél Nemessányi died in Novi 
Sad, and was buried on March 8, 1933 in the family grave of the Nemessányi family on the 
evangelical part of the cemetery in Futoška Street. Today, a street in the Novi Sad suburb, 
Veternik, bears her name. 

Adél Nemessànyi (1857–1933) was the director of the Novi Sad Hungarian Royal State 
Civic Girls’ College, the first headmistress of the school in Novi Sad. 

 G. S. 

According to Vojislav Puškar’s research, the Nemessányi home was located in today’s 
Petra Drapšina Street no. 29 in Novi Sad. The house is no longer standing. Adél 
Nemessányi died in Novi Sad. She was buried at the Evangelical Cemetery in Futoška 
Street. Data on the Nemessányi tomb show that János Nemessányi, his wife Petronella, 
nee Šefranka (1834–1919) and their daughter Adél Nemessányi were buried there. One 
street in Veternik is named after her. The proposal is for a memorial plaque to be placed 
in the street that bears her name. 

S. K. 
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Mileva Simić (1859–1946) was awarded by both Serbian ruling families with the Order of the 
Kings of the House of the First Grade (Obrenovići) and the Order of St. Sava of the Fourth 
Grade (Karađorđevići) for her pedagogical and literary activities. The public in Novi Sad and 
Vojvodina showed gratitude and respect to her in 1938, when her eightieth birthday was 
solemnly marked in the organization of the Matica naprednih žena (Society of Progressive 
Women). 

She was born in Novi Sad, in the family of academic painter Pavle Simić and Jelisaveta Jovšić 
– daughter of Grigorije Jovšić, a lawyer and former mayor of Novi Sad. As a 12-year-old, 
Mileva Simić managed, despite formal obstacles (inadequate age), to enrolin the Serbian 
Teachers’ School in Sombor. As a fifteen-year-old, she was hired as a teacher at the Serbian 
Girls’ Collegein Novi Sad, and as a seventeen-year-old, after her father’s death, she took 
over the care of her mother, brothers and sister. Mileva Simić was a teacher for more than 
three decades, first in the Serbian Girls’ College in Novi Sad (she taught home economics, 
pedagogy, handicraft, health lessons, drawing, gymnastics and the German language). A 
few years after the First World War, she also taught at the State Women’s Civic School in the 
same city. She is the author of text books for girls’ schools Kućarstvo (Housekeeping) (1892, 
1921 and 1926) and Pedagogija (Pedagogy) (1894). Additionally, she published several works on 
the education of girls, along with pedagogical and general educational texts intended for 
young mothers and the female audience. 

Her theatrical plays for children (children’s performances), inspired by and dedicated to her 
students, were performed throughout Vojvodina. She translated several verses by Heine 
and Goethe, narratives by Paul Heise, Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, Mór Jókai and others, 
and wrote over forty short stories that were published in Serbian-language newspapers and 
magazines from the late 19th to the first decades of the 20th century. She was known for her 
short-form literary texts that were published in daily newspapers and monthly magazines. 
This is illustrated by her works in Branik (Bulwark) and Women’s World. Her more ambitious 
literary works were published in Stražilovo, Dragomilje, Matica Srpska’s Chronicle. Her stories 
and novellas were created in the era of Romanticism and Realism, based on that multilingual, 
European-oriented world of Vojvodina, introduced to Serbian literature by Jakov Ignjatović. 

MILEVA SIMIĆ 
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Visiting Srem, Banat and especially, Bačka, over three decades, she collected an 
astonishing number of folk songs that women created as a collection of Serbian folk 
women’s poems (Rojtanske pesme) and handed them over to Matica Srpska before the 
beginning of the First World War. The book was supposed to be published in the edition 
of the Books for the People which was initiated by Matica Srpska, but not only this not 
happen, but the work was lost in the Manuscript Department of the Matica Srpska. In 
1940, the Literary Committee of Matica Srpska recommended the writer to the Literary 
Council for membership, explaining this proposal by the importance of the collection, 
which was still in manuscript. Thanks to the transcript preserved in the family archives 
and to Maria Kleut, who prepared the work for publication, Rojtanske pesme was 
published in Novi Sad more than a hundred years after entering Matica Srpska. 

Mileva Simić’s experience introduces to our literature women who earned a living by 
writing in several spheres: by translating, publishing stories, shortstories and novellas in 
periodicals, publishing children’s plays, and working with textbooks. It is recorded that 
she received 200 kroner for a humorous play in one act Retka sreća (Rare luck) in the 
literary competition by Matica Srpska. Today, a street in Novi Sad bears her name in 
her honour. Mileva Simić lived and died in Grčkoškolska Street, in the house that today 
stands at number 10. 

Mileva Simić (1859–1946), educator, writer and translator, was the first woman author of 
textbooks in the Serbian language. 

 G. S. 

Mileva Simić lived in Temerinska Street no. 21, in a house owned by her father Pavle Simić. 
Later, she lived in Grčkoškolska Street no. 10. She died in Novi Sad and was buried at 
the Almaško Cemetery, burial plot I/2-19G. Her grave is a protected cultural property. A 
memorial plaque was placed on the house in Temerinska Street no. 21, where Mileva lived 
with her father for a while, which testifies that her father Pavle Simić lived in the house. 
Mileva Simić is not mentioned, which should be addressed by installing a new memorial 
plaque. One street in the Novi Sad settlement of Klisa bears her name. The proposal is 
for a memorial plaque to be placed on the house in Temerinska Street no. 21. 

 S. K. 
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Milica Tomić (1859–1944), a writer, politician and journalist, is one of seven women from 
Vojvodina elected as deputies of the Grand People’s Assembly of Serbs, Bunjevci and 
other Slavs in Banat, Bačka and Baranja, who voted to join the Kingdom of Serbia. Milica 
Tomić’s private life is intertwined with political processes within the Serbian people in 
Vojvodina from the second half of the 19th century to the first decades of the 20th century. 

She was born into the family of Svetozar Miletić, the most important Serbian politician 
in Hungary in the second half of the 19th century. She was educated in Novi Sad, Pest 
and Vienna, but she did not enroll in medical studies because she took over part of 
her father’s obligations during Miletić’s trial and imprisonment. She married Serbian 
politician, journalist and publicist Jaša Tomić in 1885. Through personal correspondence, 
created long before her marriage to Jaša Tomić, Milica became the victim of political 
conflicts initiated in the newspapers (Branik – Zastava), culminating in the stories 
circulating around town, and ending in the so-called the Tucindanska tragedy of 1890, 
when Jaša Tomić, defending his honour, compromised by the alleged Milica’s letter, 
killed his opponent, politician and publicist Miša Dimitrijević. In those difficult moments, 
Milica Tomić supported her husband, as well as many years later, during the First World 
War, when Jaša Tomić was imprisoned and interned by the Austro-Hungarian authorities. 
After her husband’s death (1922), she retired from public life. She died in Belgrade at the 
age of 85. 

MILICA TOMIĆ
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Her work must be seen in the context of the intensive political activity of Svetozar 
Miletić, then his successors, as well as the movement for the emancipation of women 
in Vojvodina in the second half of the 19th and during the first two decades of the 20th 

century. She entered the political scene publicly at the time of her father’s second 
incarceration (1876-1879), managing his entire correspondence and publishing the first 
political articles in the newspaper Zastava (Flag). In 1881, Milica Tomić began her activist 
work in women’s organizations at the Charitable Cooperative of Serbian Women from 
Novi Sad. With her efforts in Novi Sad, the association Poselo Srpkinja (Gathering of 
Serbian Women) was founded in 1905, which became the Women’s Reading Room 
Posestrima, (1910). In addition to reading classes for illiterate women, programs of 
Posestrima consisted of lectures, but also had an entertainment section, especially if 
they took place in rural areas. The organization also had a humanitarian component 
because the funds raised helped members in need. Milica Tomić was the founder and 
editor-in-chief of the magazine and calendar Žena (Woman) (1911-1914 and 1918–1921). 

Milica Tomić has a special place in the political struggle for the collective rights of the 
Serbian people in the Habsburg Monarchy. With the like-minded Julka Ilijć, she was at 
the forefront of the campaign started in 1907 under the auspices of the Posestrima, 
when women collected 30,000 women’s signatures against the law introducing the 
Hungarian language as a teaching language in all schools in Hungary, but also because 
of cooperation with the famous advocate for women’s rights in Hungary, Rózsa Bédy-
Schwimmer. The highlight of this struggle was in 1918, when the Serbian People’s 
Committee, which convened the Grand People’s Assembly of Serbs, Bunjevci and other 
Slavs in Banat, Bačka and Baranja, gave the right to vote to men and women over 20 
years of age. Research on the life and work of Milica Tomić began in the 2000s at Mileva 
Marić Einstein Gender Studies and Research Institute in Novi Sad, when the significance 
of her work was actualized. At that time, a street in Novi Sad was named after her. 

Milica Tomić (1859–1944), advocate of women’s political rights and the owner and editor 
of the monthly magazine Žena (Woman) (1911–1914, 1918–1921) is one of seven women from 
Vojvodina elected as members of the Grand People’s Assembly of Serbs, Bunjevci and 
other Slavs of Banat, Bačka and Baranja, which declared the accession to the Kingdom 
of Serbia in 1918. 

 G. S. 





66

www.novisad.travel

Milica Tomić lived in Dunavska Street no. 14 in 
the house of her father Svetozar Miletić, where 
the Matica Srpska was once located. The 
house is located within a protected spatial and 
cultural-historical unit. It was built at the end 
of the 18th century and was renovated after the 
Rebellion in 1854. At the end of the 19th century, 
Svetozar Miletić and his family lived in the 
house, and Jaša Tomić lived with them after 
his daughter’s marriage. Later, Milica and her 
husband moved to Zmaj Jovina Street no. 23, 
where the headquarters of the Serbian Radical 
Party was. In 2018, a memorial plaque was 
placed at the Miletić house in Dunavska Street, 
next to the information plaques mentioning 
Svetozar Miletić and Jaša Tomić, testifying that 
Milica Tomić also lived in the house. 

After the death of her husband, Milica Tomić 
went to Belgrade, where she lived in the 
apartment of her brother Slavko Miletić, then 
minister in the Government of the Kingdom of 
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. After the death of 
her brother, she spent the last days of her life 
in rented apartments. She died in Belgrade. She 
was transferred and buried at the Uspensko 
Cemetery in the family tomb together with 
her father Svetozar Miletić and her husband 
Jaša Tomić. This tomb and monument are a 
protected cultural property. One street in the 
Novi Sad settlement of Gornje livade bears her 
name. In 2018, the Assembly of the Autonomous 
Province of Vojvodina decided that the Milica 
Tomić Award for Gender Equality should be 
a provincial recognition established by the 
Government of Vojvodina in 2005 for this area. 

S. K. 
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Jelica Belović Bernadžikovska (1870–1946) was born in Osijek, where she began her 
education, which she will continue in Đakovo and Zagreb, and finish at the College 
of Pedagogy in Vienna and Paris. She worked as an educatorin Zagreb, Ruma, Osijek, 
Mostar, and was appointed headmistress of the College for Girls in Banja Luka. She 
became a citizen of Novi Sad after the end of the First World War. She continued her 
pedagogical career at the State Mixed Civic School in Novi Sad, a school she retired 
from. 

Jelica Belović Bernadžikovska began her literary work in 1885, publishing her first 
literary works in youth newspapers. As an educator, she was a contributor of school 
newspapers that were printed in Zagreb, Sarajevo, Sombor, Sremski Karlovci. In 
addition to literary works, she published articles on ethnology, pedagogy and in foreign 
newspapers: Frankfurter Zeitung, Frauenzeitung, Revue des Deux Mondes, The Gipsy 
Lore, Anthropopyteia and many others, and it was noted that she was the editor of the 
only Serbian-language newspaper in Austria-Hungary – Narodna snaga (People’s Power 
Sarajevo, 1917). 

Her public work in the field of ethnology and folkloristics was well known and appreciated, 
especially in the field of folk embroidery and symbolism of folk ornamentation. Thanks to 
her, folk embroideries were systematized and appropriate terminology was introduced 
into the scientific discourse. As an expert in ethnology, she participated in the 
establishment of the Ethnographic and the Crafts and Art Museum in Zagreb. She was 
an associate of Austrian professor Friedrich S. Kraus, expert associate of ethnographic 
museums in Split and Belgrade and honorary member of the Vienna Folklore Society. 
She was one of the organizers of the exhibition Serbian Woman in Prague in 1910. The 
event was an occasion to make a memorial book containing information about women 
in the Serbian people who left their mark in the field of culture, science, pedagogy, 
philanthropy. It is a book A Serbian woman: Her Life and Work, Her Cultural Development 

JELICA BELOVIĆ 
BERNADŽIKOVSKA 
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and Her Folk Art Until Today (Sarajevo, 1913), which she edited and which is dedicated to 
Savka Subotić. The phototype edition of this book was printed one hundred years after 
the first edition, in Banja Luka in 2013. 

Among the most important works of Jelica Belović Bernadžikovska in the field of 
ethnology and folkloristics are: Građa za tehnološki rječnik ženskog ručnog rada 
(Material for technological dictionary of female handiwork Sarajevo, 1906), Muzika i 
pesma kod Južnih Slovena (Music and song in Southern Slavs) (Musik und Gesang bei den 
Süslawen) (Leipzig, 1923), Običaji Južnih Slovena (Customs of South Slavs) (Die Sitten der 
Süslawen) (Dresden, 1927), Jugoslovenski narodni vezovi (Yugoslav folk embroidery, Novi 
Sad, 1933) and other works. As a citizen of Novi Sad, she was an influential member of 
the National Women’s Alliance of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. She was 
the first intellectual who, writing about the literary work of Darinka Bulja and Danica 
Bandić in the book A Serbian Woman: Her Life and Work, Her Cultural Development and 
Her Folk Art Until Today, defined women’s writing. Almost completely forgotten, she died 
lonely in Novi Sad. 

Jelica Belović Bernadžikovska (1870–1946), a writer, educator, folklorist, was also the 
editor of the book A Serbian Woman: Her Life and Work, Her Cultural Development and 
Her Folk Art Until Today (Sarajevo, 1913). 

 G. S. 
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Jelica Belović Bernadžikovska came to Novi 

Sad only after the First World War, where 

she lived until her death. It is known that she 

bought a house in the then Ustavska Street 

(Alkotmány útca 13, today’s Pavla Papa 

Street no. 21) and that she died in the house 

in Jugoslovenske armije 6 (today’s Jevrejska 

Street). The house where she died was 

demolished due to the construction of the 

Serbian National Theatre. She is buried at 
the Uspensko Cemetery, but her grave is no 
longer visible. Therefore, at the proposal of 
the Circle of Serbian Sisters of the Diocese of 
Bačka, in 2021, a memorial plaque was placed 
at the Uspensko Cemetery, which speaks of 
this prominent woman. The proposal is that a 
street in Novi Sad gets her name. 

S. K. 
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Vida Vulko Varađanin (1871–1957) will be remembered in the history of Novi Sad as a 
pianist, one of the founders of the Women’s Music Association, and as an activist and 
a member of the Board of Directors of the Charitable Cooperative of Serbian Women 
from Novi Sad and the president of the Local Committee of the Red Cross Society in 
the period between the two world wars. In Novi Sad, she completed elementary school 
and Serbian Girls’ College, and the “piano” with the famous professor Franjo Petrik. Vida 
Varađanin began her public engagement alongside her father, Arkadije Varađanin, the 
director of the Serbian Girls’ College, a longtime secretary of the Charitable Cooperative 
of Serbian Women from Novi Sad and the editor of Ženski svet (Women’s World). 

Her career as a pianist was developing successfully. It is known that she performed in 
Novi Sad, Pančevo, Sombor, Velika Kikinda, Belgrade and Zagreb. The informal music 
salon, which she designed and managed in her own house, became a significant and 
reputable meeting point for the music elite of Novi Sad. In 1927, together with Milica Moč, 
Edita Valdner and Svetolik Pašćan, she founded the Women’s Music Association, which 
nurtured a diverse repertoire. In 1929, the organization’s choir department received the 
Zlatna lira (Golden Lyra) award at a very prestigious competition of the Belgrade Singing 
Society. 

VIDA VULKO VARAĐANIN
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The Novi Sad branch of the Red Cross Society under her leadership had branched out 
numerous activities: a kindergarten with a daycare on the Temerinska Road, a shelter for 
children (organized in cooperation with the Novi Sad Anti-Tuberculosis League), a school 
kitchen for poor students of Petrovaradin, Adamovićevo naselje, Salajka, Vidovdansko 
naselje, and a soup kitchen. The Red Cross building in Novi Sad, which still serves the same 
purpose today, was erected at the time when she was the head of the organization. For 
her merits in the field of culture and humanism, in 1934 she was awarded the Order of St. 
Sava of the Fourth Grade. 

Vida Vulko Varađanin (1871–1957), a musician and humanitarian activist, is one of the 
founders of the Women’s Music Association and a long-time president of the Novi Sad 
branch of the Red Cross Society. 

 G. S. 

Vida Vulko Varađanin lived at the beginning of Grčkoškolska Street with her parents, 
Arkadije and Beta Varađanin, and later with her husband Aleksandar Vulko. The house is 
no longer standing. She died in Novi Sad and was buried at the Uspensko Cemetery. The 
proposal is for one street in Novi Sad to get her name, as well as for a memorial plaque 
to be placed in her honour on the Red Cross building. 

 S. K. 
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Eržika Mičátková (1872–1951) was born in Kisač (Kysáč) in the famous Mičátek family, 
whose members, father Ján and brothers Vladimir and Dr. L’udovít, were the leaders 
of the Slovak community in Vojvodina. For Eržika Mičátková, the family environment 
was a stimulating one, from which she boldly ventured into the public sphere. In the 
magazine Slovenské pohľady (Slovak Views), in the period 1900-1932, she published her 
predominantly translation works, among which we could single out the translations of 
Ksaver Šandor Gjalski, Janko Leskovar and Branislav Nušić. Her literary works or texts 
of polemical or documentary content were published in the newspapers Dennica 
and Živena. Among the literary works, the following narratives should be mentioned: 
Dedina (Village), Katuškino previnenie (Katuska’s peccancy) and Anča samopašnica 
(Tomboy Anča). Significant for the history of the women’s movement, is a series of texts 
in the newspaper Živena in the period 1924-1927 on the work of the Ústredný spolok 
československých žien v Královstve SHS (Central Association of Czechoslovak Women 
in the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes), which was founded in 1921 in Novi Sad, 
headed by Eržika Mičátková, who was preceded by Ljudmila Hurbanova. 

The goals of the association were aligned with the “people’s goals” that the Slovak 
community had on the social, cultural and educational level. In Novi Sad alone, the 
society gathered 110 members. Eržika Mičátková was one of the prominent members 
of the National Women’s Alliance of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes/
Yugoslavia, an active participant in many women’s rallies, and she will be remembered 
for having initiated a resolution on the protection of Slovak women, among whom there 
were many very young girls who worked as servants in Belgrade. For her work in the 
field of raising national culture, especially among women in the Slovak community in 
Vojvodina, Eržika Mičátková was awarded the Order of St. Sava of the 5th Grade by King 
Aleksandar Karađorđević. 

ERŽIKA MIČÁTKOVÁ





80

www.novisad.travel

Eržika Mičátková (1872–1951), a writer and translator, will be remembered as the 
president of the Central Association of Czechoslovak Women in the Kingdom of Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes/Yugoslavia. 

 G. S. 

During her stay in Novi Sad, Eržika Mičátková lived at Dunavska Street no. 13. In Novi 
Sad or Kisač (Kysáč), there are no signs or streets that bear her name and remind of 
the educational and cultural activities of Eržika Mičátková, nor of her work within the 
Central Association of Czechoslovak Women in the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes/Yugoslavia. The proposal is that one street in Kisač (Kysáč) be named after her. 

 S. K. 
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Anna Ol’ga L’udmila Krnová / Olga Krno (1874–1971), will be remembered as the first 
president of the Society of Progressive Women, an organization created in Novi Sad in 
1921, when the Kolo naprednog ženskinja (Circle of Progressive Women), founded in 1919, 
moved under the auspices of Matica Srpska and changed the name of the organization, 
but not its goals. With the offered concept, the organization intended to “tear the woman 
out of social passivity”, to initiate women’s ranks in such a way as to overcome sorority 
within a nation and thus influence women to move towards the position of an active and 
useful citizen. The members of the Circle of Progressive Women and then the Society of 
Progressive Women, not only designed, organized and held an educational and cultural 
forum, known as the National University, but also introduced into the public sphere a 
system of foreign and Serbian language courses, a special school for silk workers and 
other programs. Olga Krno chaired the organization in a crucial, initial period when the 
work program and rules of operation of the organization were established. She personally 
tried to introduce children’s programs in addition to the already established programs 
(telling fairy tales with appropriate film screenings), but due to the lack of technical 
possibilities, this was abandoned. She headed the organization until September 1923. She 
resigned because she could no longer “permanently reside in Novi Sad”. The members 
of the Society of Progressive Women were still in contact with her because her Prague 
address is in the address book of the organization (Praha, Dejvice Velvarská no. 47). 

OLGA KRNO
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When the Matica Srpska enabled women to move from the passive role of “helper” to 
the active status of founding members by the new Constitution of 1920, Olga Krno also 
exercised that right in early 1921. What is known of her private life is that she was born 
in Ružomberok, Slovakia, in the Beniač family. By marrying lawyer Miloš Krno, one of the 
leaders of the Slovak community in Vojvodina, she became a Novi Sad citizen. 

Anna Ol’ga L’udmila Krnová / Olga Krno (1874–1971) was the first president of the Society 
of Progressive Women and one of the first active women members of Matica Srpska. 

 G. S. 

We know from the Archives of the Society of Progressive Women that in 1919 she lived 
at Tekelijina Street no. 31. According to Vojislav Puškar’s research, the residence of the 
Miloš and Olga Krno family was at Tekelijina Street no. 35 (today’s Šafarikova Street). Dr. 
Miloš Krno died in 1917 in Novi Sad, where he was buried, and Anna Ol’ga L’udmila Krnová 
died in Bratislava, where she was buried. The proposal is that one street in Novi Sad be 
named after her. 

 S. K. 
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Mileva Marić Einstein (1875–1948) was born in Titel at the home of Atanasije Ružić, 
her maternal grandfather. Her father, Miloš Marić, soon moved the family to the small 
town of Ruma, where he received clerical service. Mileva was first educated in Ruma 
and Sremska Mitrovica. She graduated from the Serbian Girls’ College in Novi Sad, and 
then continued her education in the grammar school in Šabac, and finished it in Zagreb, 
having received a prior permit to attend a school that could only be enrolled by men. 
At the University of Zurich, Mileva Marić first enrolled in medical studies in 1896, and 
soon transferred to the State Polytechnic School, where she studied mathematics and 
physics as the fifth woman who had enrolled at that school. The first two years of studies 
for Mileva Marić were successful, but she still failed to complete the selected studies. 
During her studies, Mileva Marić met Albert Einstein whom she married in 1903. She gave 
birth to three children, a daughter Lieserl, born out of wedlock, whose fate is unknown 
today, and sons Hans Albert and Eduard. The citizens of Novi Sad often point out that 
the sons of Mileva Marić and Albert Einstein were baptized in 1913 in the Nikolajevska 
Church according to the Orthodox rite. Her marriage to Einstein was complicated, 
ending first with separation in 1914 and then divorce in 1919. 

Her undeniably great talent for mathematics, her seriousness and diligence, the writings 
of Albert Einstein himself on how much her knowledge of mathematics helped him in 
his work, have been and remain the foundation on which the debates about Mileva 
Marić Einstein as a scientist continue to this day. In this context, it cannot be bypassed 
that her contribution to Einstein’s scientific work is indisputable, and there are claims 
that explicitly state her share in Einstein’s Special and General Theory of Relativity. The 
monetary amount of the Nobel Prize for the development of physics theory, which Albert 
Einstein received in 1921, first for explaining the photoelectric effect, and which was 
published in 1905 during his intensive work with Mileva Marić Einstein, was gifted to her. 

MILEVA MARIĆ EINSTEIN
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However, the money did not bring her peace and relief because she spent most of the 
money on the care of her ill son Eduard. This was followed by years of insecurity and 
suffering due to her son’s illness, money problems and loneliness. Mileva Marić Einstein 
died in 1948 in Zurich, where she was buried. One street in Novi Sad, one in Kać, the 
Secondary Technical School in Novi Sad, as well as the award for the best students, 
masters and doctoral students of mathematics, established by the University of Novi 
Sad in 1994, bear her name. The house her father built in 1907 at Kisačka Street no. 20 
still attracts visitors today, although there is no memorial room in it that would speak 
of an intimate and scientific partnership between a man who permanently indebted 
humanity with his ideas and a woman with a radiant mind and a tragic fate that was, for 
a time, undoubtedly an important inspiration for him. 

Mileva Marić Einstein (1875-1948), a mathematician with a brilliant mind and tragic fate, 
was for a time an intimate and scientific partner of Albert Einstein. 

 G. S. 

Mileva Marić Einstein lived at Kisačka Street no. 20, in a house built in 1907 by her 
father Miloš Marić. The house is divided into two unequal parts by the carriage gate. 
It is protected as a cultural property, and in 1975 a memorial plaque was placed on 
the façade, which was later removed because the information was not accurate. 
Conservation and restoration of the Marić family house was completed in 2019, and on 
that occasion an information plaque was placed informing the reader that the house 
was built by Miloš Marić (1846-1922) and that Mileva Marić Einstein and Miloš Marić Junior 
(1885-1944) lived in it for a while. 

 S. K. 
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Darinka Grujić (1878–1958) was born in Kragujevac, into the prominent Radović family. 
She graduated from the Girls’ College and then became a lady-in-waiting to Queen 
Natalija Obrenović. She left for America before the beginning of the First World War and 
soon became the president of the Serbian Woman’s Association in New York. 

The beginning of the First World War and the news of the great suffering of the Serbian 
people found her in America, where she immediately began to collect aid that she 
personally took, first to the Kingdom of Serbia in 1914, and then to Skopje, where in 1915 
she organized the first reception centre for orphaned children who managed to escape 
the terrible devastation of the war in Serbia. Darinka Grujić organized similar homes and 
reception centres, some of which had schools with kindergartens, in Thessaloniki and 
Nice. 

In liberated Belgrade, in 1918, she organized a home for orphaned children, which consisted 
of a sock making factory and a sewing workshop, where poor women worked, for whom it 
was the only source of income. The following year, Darinka Grujić left the Belgrade home 
in the care of the Belgrade Women’s Society, and she organized a Serbian-American 
Home for orphaned children in Sremska Kamenica at the Marczibányi-Karácsonyi 
Castle. The castle was purchased in 1923 with the money of John Frottingham, and the 
endowment for orphaned children of the same name was established in the castle, run by 
Darinka Grujić. There was a section for elementary school students, high school students, 
children in teacher training, trade, and vocational schools, as well as departments for 
weaving with a weaving course, garment making, and traditional embroidery. There was 
also a small homestead within the Home (including a vegetable garden, an apiary, an 
areas for cows and chickens. etc. ). The Housewives School also operated there for a 
while. In 1930, the Serbian-American Home was closed. About 2, 250 children passed 
through it, who found care, warmth and the possibility of education. After the closure 

DARINKA GRUJIĆ
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of the Home in Sremska Kamenica, Darinka Grujić went to Belgrade where she still took 

care of orphaned children. She died in Belgrade, where she was buried. The Children’s 

Village in Novi Sad, an institution that takes care of orphaned children, is a continuation 

of the same care that Darinka Grujić started in Sremska Kamenica. A street in Sremska 

Kamenica bears her name. 

Darinka Grujić (1878–1958) founded and managed the Serbian-American Home for 

Orphaned Children in Marczibányi-Karácsonyi Castle in the period 1919–1930. 

 G. S. 

Darinka Grujić founded the Serbian-American Home in a castle that was built in the 

late 18th and early 19th centuries. It was built by the noble Marczibányi de Puho family, 

and was later owned by the Karácsonyi family. It was purchased with money from John 

Frottingham for the needs of the Serbian-American Home run by Darinka Grujić. The 

castle is a cultural monument of great importance, on its façade there is a memorial 

plaque on which one can read who built this castle, but not that it was used for 

humanitarian purposes and that it was managed for a time by an exceptional woman. A 

suggestion is to place a plaque commemorating this next to the one that tells about the 

first owners of the castle. 

 S. K. 
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Jelena Kon (1883–1942) was born in Eisenstadt (Austria), and became a Novi Sad citizen 
by marriage to Julije Kon, a prominent merchant and active member of the Novi Sad 
Jewish community between the two world wars. During the great economic crisis, which 
was especially felt during the 1930s, Jelena Kon decided to help the most vulnerable 
categories of the population, regardless of religion and nation. Thus, in 1925, one of the 
most important humanitarian organizations in Novi Sad – Kora hleba i Dečje obdanište 
(Bread Crust and Kindergarten) - was created to help neglected and endangered 
children and mothers. 

Jelena Kon gathered prominent personalities, women and men, who helped this unique 
endeavour with contributions in money. Among the prominent women from Novi Sad 
who supported her project were: Teodora (Dora) Dunđerski, Milica Moč, Erna Bauer, 
Melanija Novaček and others. The organization began operating in 1925, in the area 
of today’s Institute of Public Health of Vojvodina, taking care of orphaned and poor 
children, and later, by building a new, purpose-built building and increasing the number 
of users, special units were formed: a kindergarten, a student-dining hall and a care 
home for infants, which included a medical counselling centre. In the building of Kora 
hleba i Dečje obdanište, built in 1933, there is still a city kindergarten. The façade of the 
building is adorned with the figure of Mother and Child, which, according to the idea of 
Jelena Kon, was made by sculptor Mihajlo Kara, the creator of the first Israeli postage 
stamp. 

In order to ensure safe financing of institutions, in addition to her personal, daily 
engagement in the work of the organization, Jelena Kon also organized humanitarian 
concerts. It is known that, at her invitation, benefit concerts for Kora hleba i Dečje 
obdanište, were held by: Bronisław Huberman in 1928, Arthur Rubinstein in 1929, Paul 
Hindemith in 1929, Dresden String Quartet in 1936, and even Josephine Baker’s guest 
appearance (although without credible data) is attributed to her engagement. Jelena 
Kon, together with her husband Julije, was killed in the Novi Sad Raid, a pogrom committed 

JELENA KON
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against Serbs and Jews by Hungarian fascists in 1942. The victims were thrown into the 
frozen Danube, so that, apart from the monuments on the Danube Quay and Strand as a 
place of piety for all the victims of the Novi Sad Raid, there is no separate grave for her. 

Jelena Kon (1883–1942) founded the humanitarian organization Kora hleba i Dečje 
obdanište for orphaned and poor children of all faiths and nations. The organization’s 
home was built in 1933. 

 G. S. 

Jelena Kon’s husband, Julije Kon, owned a large, well-known and respected shop Kod 
plavog konja (At the Blue Horse) in Kralja Aleksandra Street. The building where the store 
was located no longer exists. Jelena and Julije Kon were killed in 1942 in the Novi Sad 
Raid and throw into the Danube with many other victims. This is the reason why there is 
no burial plot, except for the markers on the Quay of the victims of the Raid and on the 
Strand, as a sign of remembrance of the victims of Novi Sad. Today, a street in Veternik 
bears her name. In January 2020, on the building of the Čarolija (Magic) kindergarten, 
a plaque was placed with the following text in Serbian and English: “This building was 
erected by the benefactor Jelena Kon to serve the children of Novi Sad. Jelena Kon was 
killed in the Novi Sad Raid in 1942. ”

 S. K. 
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Dr. Katherine Stewart MacPhail (1887–1974) was born in Scotland, near Glasgow. Her 
father, Dr. Donald MacPhail, did not encourage her to study medicine, but she still 
completed her studies with success in 1911. After the outbreak of the First World War, 
Dr. Katherine MacPhail joined the staff of the Scottish Women’s Hospitals for Foreign 
Service, which was founded by the Scottish Women’s Suffrage Association. Dr. Katherine 
MacPhail, with a corps of Scottish medical staff, came to Serbia in 1915, where she worked 
in the Kragujevac Military Hospital, and then in the Belgrade Military Hospital. Among 
the many medical staff suffering from typhus, that terrible war year of 1915 in Serbia, she 
was also among them. After her recovery, she continued working in the Bitola Hospital, 
which was near the military action during the Thessaloniki operation. 

After the end of the First World War, in 1919, she founded the English-Serbian Children’s 
Hospital in Belgrade, which was also a centre for the education of medical staff. In 
1934, the hospital building was purchased by the Ministry of Health of the Kingdom of 
Yugoslavia. Dr. Katherine MacPhail left Belgrade and, at the suggestion of her friend 
Darinka Grujić, bought land in Sremska Kamenica on which she built the English-Yugoslav 
Children’s Orthopaedic Hospital, the first of its kind in Serbia. In that hospital, which 
started operating in 1934, children were treated for tuberculosis of the bones and joints, 
rickets and scoliosis. The work of the hospital was assisted by the Ministry of Health of 
the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, Queen Marija Karađorđević and the Scottish Children’s Aid 
Fund. 

Dr. Katherine MacPhail had to return to Scotland at the beginning of World War 
II, but immediately after the liberation (1945) she returned to Sremska Kamenica, 
bringing equipment and medical supplies. Unfortunately, the authorities of the new 
socialist Yugoslavia allowed her to work only within the UNRA. In 1947, the hospital was 
nationalized, and Dr. Katherine MacPhail was forced to return to Scotland, where she 
lived until her death. 

DR. KATHERINE MACPHAIL



Dr. Catherine MacPhail, accompanied by the dog Šukri Paša, which she brought from 
the Thessaloniki Front, entertaining children at the hospital. Žena i svet, 1928. 
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She visited her hospital for the last time in September 1954. This was an opportunity for 
the citizens of Sremska Kamenica to award her the status of honorary citizen. In 1973, the 
Serbian Medical Society posthumously elected her as an honorary member, and with the 
efforts of the Society of Physicians of Vojvodina, many years later, her bust was placed in 
the courtyard of the hospital. A street in Sremska Kamenica bears her name. In Norwich, 
the twin city of Novi Sad, the Katherine MacPhail Fund for the reconstruction of the 
former English-Yugoslav Children’s Hospital was established in 2007. In 2015, the Post of 
Serbia issued a series of stamps dedicated to British heroines of the First World War in 
Serbia, and one is dedicated to her. 

Dr. Katherine Stewart MacPhail (1887–1974) founded the English-Yugoslav Children’s 
Orthopaedic Hospital in Sremska Kamenica, the first of its kind in Serbia (1934). 

 G. S. 

In 1934, Dr. Katherine S. MacPhail purchased land for the construction of the English 
-Yugoslav Children’s Hospital. The hospital operated intermittently until the 1960s, and 
was closed in 1992. The building is owned by the Provincial Hospital. This facility is in a 
derelict state today. The Institute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments of the City 
of Novi Sad placed it under prior protection and initiated the procedure for proclaiming 
the facility a cultural property. 

By the efforts of the Society of Physicians of Vojvodina her bust was erected in the 
courtyard of the hospital located at Dr. Ketrin Mekfejl Street no. 39. The bronze bust on 
the stone pedestal is the work of sculptor Ratko Gikić from Novi Sad. The text on the 
pedestal reads: 

Dr. Katherine S. 
MacPhail
1887-1974

Society of Physicians
of Vojvodina

1988

In the period 1931-1947, Dr. Katherine MacPhail lived in a house in Marko Oreškovic Street 
no. 1. A memorial plaque to testify to this was placed on the façade of this house in 1988. 

 S. K. 
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Anica Savić-Rebac (1892–1953) was born in Novi Sad, in the family of Milan Savić, a 
former secretary of Matica Srpska and editor of the Letopis Matice srpske (Matica Srpska 
Chronicle). The intellectual environment in which she lived contributed to her speaking 
German, French and English as a girl, and to the publication of the translation of Byron’s 
work Manfred as a thirteen-year-old, and later the translations of P. B. Shelley and E. 
Verhaeren. She published her first original literary works – poems – in 1906 in Brankovo 
kolo (Branko’s circle). 

In 1910, the Savić family moved to Vienna, where Anica enrolled in studies of classical 
philology, which she would finish in Belgrade after the end of the First World War. She 
came to Belgrade in 1921, after marrying Hasan Rebac, and got her first job working 
as a substitute, then as a professor at the Third Women’s Eight-Grade High School. For 
the history of feminism, her activist work in the Society of Progressive Women and the 
Yugoslav Association of University-Educated Women is significant. Her stay in Skopje, 
where she went with her husband, will also be significant because of her acquaintance 
with the writer Rebecca West, who left a note about Anica and Hasan in the book Black 
Lamb and Grey Falcon. 

In 1932, at the Faculty of Philosophy of the University of Belgrade, Anica Savić Rebac 
defended her doctoral dissertation entitled Predplatonska erotologija (Pre-Platonic 
Erotology), which was published in the same year. In the years leading up to World War II, 
she published the following studies and essays: Geteov helenizam (Goethe’s Hellenism) 
(1933), Ljubav u filozofiji Spinozinoj (Love in the Philosophy of Spinoza, 1933), Mistična i 
tragična misao kod Grka (Mystical and Tragic Thought of the Greeks, 1934), Štefan Georg 
(Stefan George, 1934), Platonska i hrišćanska ljubav (Platonic and Christian Love, 1936), 
Kallistos (in German, 1937), Tomas Man i problematika naših dana (Thomas Mann and the 
Problems of Our Days, 1937), and others. After the Second World War, her essays Njegoš, 
Kabala i Filon, Njegoš i bogumilstvo (Njegoš, Kabala and Filon, Njegoš and Bogomilism) 
and Pesnik i njegova poezija (Poet and His Poetry), dealt with Njegoš and his work 
Luča mikrokozma. Anica Savić Rebac is also significant as a translator. She translated 

ANICA SAVIĆ REBAC
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Njegoš’s work Luča mikrokozma (The Ray of the Microcosm; Der Strahl des Microkosmos) 

into English and German, she also translated Thomas Mann, and she entered the theory 

of Serbian literature with the collection of poetry Večeri na moru (Evenings at Sea, 1929). 

After the end of the Second World War, Anica Savić Rebac was elected an associate 

professor and later a full-time professor at the Faculty of Philosophy of the University of 

Belgrade. 

She ended her life by suicide, as she wrote, “with full lucidity of intellect and will”, after 

the sudden death of her husband Hasan Rebac, a man who was for her the embodiment 

of warmth, Achilles’ audacity and Balkan irrationality. She was buried at the New 

Cemetery in Belgrade. Her works were published posthumously: Antička estetika i nauka 

o književnosti (Ancient Aesthetics and the Science of Literature, 1954) and Helenski 

vidici (Hellenic Views, 1966). Thanks to another citizen of Novi Sad, Darinka Zličić, the 

collected works of Anica Savić Rebac in seven books were published in the period 1984–

1988. Ljiljana Vuletić contributed to the contemporary comprehensive overview of the 

life and work of Anica Savić Rebac with the monograph Život Anice Savić Rebac (Life of 

Anica Savić Rebac, 2002). Anica Savić Rebac’s legacy is kept in the Matica Srpska and 

Svetozar Marković University Library in Belgrade. 

Anica Savić Rebac (1892–1953), a classical philologist, historian of philosophy, writer, 

translator, professor of the Faculty of Philosophy of the University of Belgrade, is one of 

the most important figures of Serbian intellectual heritage. 

 G. S. 

During her Novi Sad period, Anica Savić Rebac lived at Svetozara Miletića Street no. 13. 

In that house, where she lived with her parents, the then social elite of Novi Sad used 

to gather. The portrait of Anica Savić Rebac, the work of Uroš Predić, is kept in Matica 

Srpska. Today, a street in the Novi Sad settlement of Slana bara bears her name, as well 

as a branch of the City Library, where readers can borrow books in foreign languages 

and languages of national minorities. A memorial should be placed on the house at 

Svetozara Miletića Street no. 13. Anica Savić Rebac also deserves to have a bust in the 

building of the Faculty of Philosophy in Novi Sad. 

 S. K. 



Anica Savić Rebac (standing) as a member of the 
management of Belgrade’s Gajret. Žena i svet, 1926. 
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Dr. Nada Micić Pakvor (1899–1969) was originally from Glina (Croatia). She completed 
her medical studies in Zagreb in 1924. Before the Second World War, she started her 
career in Novi Sad, first as a doctor at the School Polyclinic, and then as the head of the 
same institution until 1941. According to the note made by Teodora Petrović in the book 
Sećanja (Memories), Dr. Nada Micić was the president of the Section for Vojvodina of 
the Yugoslav Association of University-Educated Women, founded in Novi Sad in 1932. 

After the liberation of Novi Sad in 1944, the new authorities appointed her the head of 
the School Polyclinic. According to the decision of the People’s Health Commissioner of 
the Main Board of the People’s Front of Vojvodina, Dr. Nada Micić Pakvor was the head 
of the Administration for the Health Care of Mother and Child since 1949. 

She was a member of the Provincial Committee of the Women’s Antifascist Front of 
Vojvodina (AFŽ Provincial Committee) in charge of educating women in the field of 
child health care. Her articles on children’s health, proper child care, hygiene, women’s 
reproductive health and similar topics were regularly published in the period 1948-1950 
in Glas žena (Voice of Women), a monthly magazine of the AFŽ Provincial Committee. 
The titles of these instructive texts that were elaborated in AFŽ reading classes were: 
Mother prepares vegetables for her children, For the children who are afraid of doctors, 
Student hygiene from morning to night, Do not travel, mother, without much need, with 
your infant, etc. 

DR. NADA MICIĆ PAKVOR
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Since 1962, at that time already a Chief physician Dr. Nada Micić Pakvor was the head of 
the Provincial Centre for the Health Care of Mother and Child, which was transformed 
into two institutions: the Demonstration Centre with Operational Services and the 
Provincial Centre for the Health Care of Mother and Child with Special Tasks, and Dr. 
Nada Micić Pakvor was the head of the latter institution until her retirement in 1964. 

Dr. Nada Micić Pakvor (1899–1969) was the head of the services that took care of the 
health of the youngest residents of Novi Sad and their mothers for more than three 
decades. 

 G. S. 

Dr. Nada Micić Pakvor lived in Novi Sad at Nikola Tesla Street no. 12. After her retirement, 
she moved to Belgrade where she died and was buried. There is no memorial or street 
that would remind us of her great contribution to health care in Novi Sad. Dr. Micić 
Pakvor worked in the Provincial Centre for the Health Care of Mother and Child, which 
later merged with the Clinic for Children’s Diseases in 1966 into a single institution – 
the Institute for Health Care of Mother and Child. The headquarters of this new health 
institution was in Hajduk Veljkova Street no. 10. The proposal is for a memorial plaque 
to be placed dedicated to Dr. Nada Micić Pakvor at that site, on the building of the 
Institute for Child and Youth Health Care of Vojvodina. 

 S. K. 
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Erzsébet Börcsök (1904–1971) is the author of the first Yugoslav novel published in 
Hungarian, A végtelen fal (Infinite Wall, 1933). She graduated from the Catholic 
Gymnasium in Timişoara (1923), a school where girls could only take exams but not 
attend classes, as well as the Higher School of Pedagogy in Novi Sad (1957). 

In the 1930s, Erzsébet Börcsök was one of the most important writers of the “couleur 
locale” gathered around Kornél Szenteleky. This is evidenced by her works: the novella 
Vándor a Nisavánál (Wanderer by the Nišava, 1931), the eponymous collection of 
novellas (1936), the novel The Infinite Wall (1933), the first part of the autobiographical 
novel Eszter (Esther, 1939), as well as articles, essays and other texts published in all 
significant newspapers in Hungarian (Reggeli Újság, Napló, Kultúra, Híd, Jugoszláviai 
Magyar Újság, Hétről-Hétre, A Mi Irodalmunk, etc. ). In her literary works, vivid images 
of the plains and people woven from life itself and strength come to life, a world of 
different faiths and languages and a life full of warmth, calmness, melancholy, and 
sometimes angry cruelty. 

After her marriage, Erzsébet Börcsök moved to Vršac, where she worked as a teacher 
of German and Hungarian. That was the period when she stopped writing. Her first 
literary works, after a long break, are plays for children and adults (some of which she 
directed for performance), besides texts published in Magyar Szó, 7 Nap or spoken 
on Újvidéki Rádió (Radio Novi Sad). She published the second collection of novellas 
Emberek a Karas mellől (People from beside the Karaš, 1963) and the second part of 
the novel Eszter (Esther, 1968) after almost thirty years of literary silence. The last novel, 
Sári, was published after the death of the writer (1971). Since 1964, Erzsébet Börcsök 
lived in Novi Sad, with her daughter, the writer Rózsa Jódal. 

ERZSÉBET BÖRCSÖK
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The autobiographical novel Eszter was published in the Serbian language in Novi Sad in 

2002, at the proposal of Mileva Marić Einstein Gender Studies and Research Institute, 

as a joint publication of the Forum Publishing Institute and  Futura Publications. The 

novel was translated into Serbian by Lidija Dmitrijev, who received the Szenteleky Kornél 

Irodalmi Díj (Kornél Szenteleky Literary Prize) for translation in 2002. The novel Eszter got 

a new, somewhat unexpected life. The causes of the thirty-year silence of the writer, 

published in a review in the edition of the novel in the Serbian language, were presented 

by Dr. Éva Hózsa. Another reading of the same work published as part of Petra Džaret 

Bakoš’s master thesis entitled Border-Novel or Bordered Novel: A Feminist Reading of 

Erzsébet Börcsök’s Eszter  (Budapest, 2010).  

In memory of Erzsébet Börcsök’s work, in Pančevo, in the period from January 14, 1998 to 

April 16, 2011, the Börcsök Erzsébet Vojvodina Centre for Methodology was operational. 

In order not to forget the name and work of the writer, in Pančevo, on April 16, 2011, in 

the Erzsébet Börcsök South Banat Literary Circle within KUD (Culture and Arts Society) 

Petőfi Sándor was founded. 

Börcsök Erzsébet (1904–1971), a writer, published A végtelen fal (Infinite Wall), the first 

Yugoslav novel in Hungarian (1933). 

 G. S. 

During the Novi Sad period, Börcsök Erzsébet lived in a building at Braća Krkljuš Street 

no. 23, where she died. She was buried at the Catholic Cemetery, burial plot I/09-105. A 

street in the Novi Sad settlement of Gornje livade bears her name. The suggestion is to 

place a memorial plaque in the street that bears her name. 

 S. K. 
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Dr. Anna Czimmer (1906–1967) was born in Arad, Transylvania. Before World War II, she 
worked for a time as a doctor in Szeged, as an assistant to Albert Szent-Györgyi, the 
scientist who discovered vitamin C and winner of the Nobel Prize in Medicine in 1937. 
During this period, she published scientific papers in professional journals, but she also 
studied and collected data on folk medicine. What can now be observed is that she 
belonged to a group of researchers who had access to leading scientific research and 
educational institutions in Hungary at a time when it was a globally significant scientific 
space: the Theoretical Institute in Szeged, the Pharmacological Institute in Debrecen, 
the Bacteriological Institute in Szeged and the State Hygiene Institute in Budapest. To 
this should be added the information, which she stated in the Survey for Doctors and 
Pharmacists, that she managed bacteriological stations in Cluj (Kolozsvár) and Novi 
Sad. 

Novi Sad became her home for the first time in 1943, and then immediately after the 
liberation, when she began her medical career, first at the Hospital for Lung Diseases 
in Iriški Venac, and then at the Clinic for Lung Diseases in Majevička Street, where 
she headed the Bacteriological Department. Since 1950, she was almost completely 
paralyzed, but still managed to go to work, never abandoning her duties and her 
microscope. 

Dr. Anna Czimmer was familiar with Romanian literature, from Mihai Beniuc to Mikhail 
Sadoveanu, and she also wrote about the literature of Albert Camus, Marcel Ayme, 
but also about Henry Thomas, the writer and painter without hands and feet Denise 
Legris, the Swiss writer Clarisse Francillon, the poet of Africa Leopold Senghor, a little 

DR. ANNA CZIMMER
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bit about the influence of Søren Kierkegaard and Jean-Paul Sartre on the French youth, 
about Lajos Zilahy, the Swiss-French poet and storyteller Blaise Cendrars, Friedrich 
Dürrenmatt, the Romanian writer Marin Preda and others. It can be said that in the 
middle of the 20th century she was part of the literary life of Vojvodina, directly through 
published translations, critical and polemical texts, and indirectly through the informal 
literary salon that existed in her apartment, as well as through correspondence with 
many Hungarian writers. Unfortunately, an interesting and valuable correspondence 
with many figures of Hungarian culture in Vojvodina and north of it, including the letters 
by Szent-Györgyi, was burned according to her explicit wish. 

Her translation work is also significant. Among other things, she translated from French 
the novellas by Marcel Ayme and the Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. In Novi 
Sad, she learned Serbian so that she could follow contemporary literary production in 
Hungarian, Romanian and Serbian. She published her literary and ethnological works 
in journals: Lumina, Híd and youth magazines. Her ethnological records, along with her 
translation and publication work, have placed her in the A jugoszláviai magyar irodalom 
története, Bori Imre (History of Literature of Yugoslav Hungarians by Imre Bori) and the 
Vajdasági magyar irodalmi lexikon 1918-2014, Gerold László (Yugoslav Hungarian Literary 
Lexicon 1918-2014 by László Gerold). 

Little is known about her personal life. She was the widow of Dr. Gresz Béla. She had no 
children. As the family refused to take care of her, sick and difficult to move, the Bence 
family assumed this obligation. Sick and lonely, Anna died at the age of 61. 

Dr. Czimmer Anna/ Dr. Gresz Bélané (1906–1967), a doctor, scientist, ethnologist and 
writer, will be remembered as an associate of Szent-Györgyi Albert, the scientist who 
discovered vitamin C. 

 G. S. 

Dr. Czimmer Anna is buried at the Catholic Cemetery under the name Gresz Bélané 
(Dr. Gresz Béla’s wife). Her grave is hard to find these days. There are no landmarks or 
streets bearing her name in Novi Sad. The suggestion is to place a memorial plaque on 
the building of the Clinic for Lung Diseases in Majevička Street, which will remind people 
of the doctor and writer Anna Czimmer. 

 S. K. 
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Sonja Marinković (1916–1941) was born in the vicinity of Pakrac (Croatia), in the family of 
a priest and a teacher. She attended grammar school in Sombor and Novi Sad, and after 
graduating, she enrolled and graduated from the Faculty of Agriculture in Zemun. She 
worked as an agronomy expert in Sombor and Novi Sad. 

She joined the youth movement led by the Communist Party of Yugoslavia (CPY) as 
a grammar school student, and was admitted to the CPY during her studies. She was 
elected a member of the Provincial Committee of the League of Communist Youth of 
Yugoslavia in 1938. Since then, she was in a group with communists who organized and 
managed strikes, demonstrations and other forms of resistance to the regime of the 
Kingdom of Yugoslavia. She was elected a member of the Provincial Committee of the 
CPY for Vojvodina in 1940. She was in charge of organizing the “Crvena pomoć” (Red 
Aid) intended for the victims of terror of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes/
Yugoslavia regime. They engaged in providing material, legal and health assistance to 
revolutionaries and their families in the period 1921–1941. 

SONJA MARINKOVIĆ 
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She was arrested on two occasions for her political activities: in 1939 and 1940. After 
the occupation of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia by the Axis Powers and their allies, Sonja 
Marinković, together with other members of the Provincial Committee of the Communist 
Party of Yugoslavia for Vojvodina, led the formation of diversionary groups, the first 
partisan detachments and other forms of resistance to the occupiers in Vojvodina. She 
was arrested by agents of the occupying authorities in 1941. She was tortured during her 
interrogation in Zrenjanin (Petrovgrad), but she did not betray her comrades. She was 
shot in Bagljaš near Zrenjanin in 1941. She was proclaimed a national hero in 1943. In her 
honour, many schools in Vojvodina were named after her, one of which is in Novi Sad. 

Sonja Marinković (1916–1941), a revolutionary, national hero and communist, killed by 
fascists in the vicinity of Zrenjanin. 

 G. S. 

Sonja Marinković resided in Novi Sad, mostly in rented apartments as a member of the 
agitation group. For a time, she lived in a building at Maksim Gorki Street no. 30, where 
the offices of the Institute of Field and Vegetable Crops are located today. In Novi Sad, 
Petrovaradin, Sremska Kamenica, Veternik and Rumenka there are streets that bear her 
name, as well as one elementary school in Novi Sad and a Culture and Arts society were 
named in her honour. A memorial plaque with the relief image of Sonja Marinković, made 
of bronze, the work of sculptor Julijana Kiš, was installed in 1969 at the Workers’ Home 
building, at the beginning of Sonja Marinković Street. The memorial plaque was stolen, 
and in 2023 it was recast and re-installed. The text on the plaque reads: 

“Sonja Marinković 
03/04/1916 – 31/07/1941
a national hero 
secretary of the local committee of
League of Communist Youth of Yugoslavia
 in Novi Sad 
a member of the Provincial
Committee 
of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia for Vojvodina-
shot by the occupying forces. ”

S. K. 
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Lívia Bem (1919 –1941) was born in Szeged. She moved with her family to Novi Sad in 1924. 
After the fifth grade of the gymnasium, she got a job as a clerk at the Granjić tool store 
in Dunavska Street. Early on, she became involved in the progressive movement, and as 
a member of the CPY she was in charge of political work in the Federation of Banking, 
Insurance and Trade Officials (SBOTIČ). There, she organized cultural and educational 
work, and she had a special political activity in relation to women. She was one of 
the founders of the Youth Cultural and Economic Movement (OMPOK) and a member 
of the Board of the organization. She was also active in the work of the Jewish youth 
organization Hashomer hatzair (Young Watchman). 

After the burglary of the printing house of the Provincial Committee of the Communist 
Party of Yugoslavia (CPY), the Novi Sad police arrested fifteen members of the CPY and 
the League of Communist Youth of Yugoslavia, including Lívia Bem. She was released 
from prison just before the beginning of World War II, but she was under constant 
surveillance even after the occupation of Bačka. At the very beginning of World War 
II, she was elected a member of the CPY District Committee for Southern Bačka and 
the Agitprop of the CPY Provincial Committee based in Novi Sad. She was one of the 
persons responsible for the preparation of Vesti (News), which was printed in Serbian 
and Hungarian. Lívia Bem was involved in activities led by the Communist Party of 
Yugoslavia, whose goal was to weaken, shake and thwart the power of the Hungarian 
occupation forces in Novi Sad. She was arrested in 1941. Under guard, she was taken to 
prison where she was subjected to cruel torture, then a common method of extorting 
information. Lívia Bem betrayed no one. She was sentenced to death and hanged in 
Novi Sad, in the barracks in Futoška Street. 

Lívia (Lili) Bem (1919–1941), revolutionary and communist, murdered by the fascists in 
occupied Novi Sad. 

 G. S. 

LÍVIA BEM
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After moving to Novi Sad, Lívia Bem lived with 
her parents in a house at Beogradska Street 
no. 30, today Koste Šokice Street. When she 
left her parents’ home, she lived with her 
friends in illegal apartments, and one of them 
was a loft in Vladike Platona Street. Sensing 
that the agents were after her, she often 
changed apartments. Lívia Bem was arrested 
in Miletićeva Street on September 20, 1941. 
She tried to avoid arrest by shooting agents, 

but failed to do so. She was hanged in the 

barracks in Futoška Street. She was buried at 

the Memorial Cemetery of WWII Veterans at 

the New Cemetery, burial plot 11-011. In Novi 

Sad, a street near Futoški Park bears her 

name. The proposal is for a memorial plaque 

to be placed under the street name sign. 

S. K. 
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Grozda Gajšin (1920–1941) was born in Žabalj, and came to Novi Sad to pursue her 
education. She lived with her ill brother on his modest worker’s wage. She was admitted 
to the League of Communist Youth of Yugoslavia in the summer of 1941. In the same year, 
she was caught with her friend Natalija Stankov during an action to destroy a German 
bookstore. She was arrested and tortured in the Novi Sad prison, a building known as 
Armija, in the city centre. She was soon transferred to a prison in Szeged. The Court-
Martial of the Judicial Council of the Szeged District Court, sentenced her to death by 
hanging in October 1941. The verdict was carried out without delay, in the courtyard of 
the prison. Klára Fejős, her communist comrade, left information about Grozda Gajšin’s 
courageous conduct during the trial. 

Grozda Gajšin (1920–1941), a revolutionary and member of League of Communist Youth 
of Yugoslavia, murdered by fascists in Szeged. 

 G. S. 

The street where Grozda Gajšin lived during her schooling in Novi Sad changed its name 
several times: Kanalska (Csatorna utca), Baštenska (Kert utca), Studenička, Gyergyői 
utca, and then Studenička Street again. Today this street is named after Grozda Gajšin. 
Apart from the name of the street where she lived, there are no other markings. The 
proposal is for a memorial plaque to be placed under the street name. 

 S. K. 

GROZDA GAJŠIN
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Vera Pavlović (1921–1945) and her family moved to Novi Sad in 1922. She enrolled in 
medical studies at the University of Belgrade before the beginning of the Second 
World War. During her studies, she participated in student demonstrations in 1939. She 
was admitted to the Communist Party of Yugoslavia in 1940. After the occupation of 
the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, Vera Pavlović returned to Novi Sad, where she was elected 
a member of the Local Committee of the League of Communist Youth of Yugoslavia 
(SKOJ) and secretary of the SKOJ Regional Committee. She was arrested as a well-
known communist by agents of the occupying Hungarian authorities in 1941. She was 
tortured in the Novi Sad prison Armija, but she did not betray any of her comrades. She 
was sentenced to death, and immediately thereafter the death penalty was commuted 
to twelve years of imprisonment. First, she was in the Budapest military prison in Conti 
Street, and then in the Budapest Márianosztra women’s prison. She was transferred to the 
Ravensbrück camp by the Germans. Immediately before the liberation of the prisoners 
from Ravensbrück, Vera Pavlović was killed and burned in the camp crematorium. After 
the end of the Second World War, a monument to the murdered prisoners was erected in 
the camp, on which fifteen names were written representing the states from which the 
prisoners were killed. Vera Pavlović’s name represents the Yugoslav victims. 

Vera Pavlović (1921–1945), a revolutionary and member of the Communist Party of 
Yugoslavia, murdered by fascists in the Ravensbrück camp. 

 G. S. 

VERA PAVLOVIĆ
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A street in Novi Sad was named after Vera 

Pavlović, and in 1976 a memorial plaque, 

the work of sculptor Pavle Radovanović, 

was placed in the same street. Today, 

this memorial plaque is located above 

the entrance to the Vera Pavlović Local 

Community Office in Gogoljeva Street no. 

4. The text on the plaque reads: 

“Vera Pavlović
1921-1945
a student, revolutionary 
member of the Communist Party of 
Yugoslavia since 1941 
secretary of the Regional 
SKOJ Committee
died heroically 
at Ravensbrück camp. ”

 S. K. 
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Klára Fejős (1921–1943) was born in Budapest. In 1923, she and her family moved to 
the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. She graduated from high school in Velika 
Kikinda, and enrolled to study medicine in Belgrade. She was admitted to The League 
of Communist Youth of Yugoslavia (SKOJ) in 1939, to the Communist Party of Yugoslavia 
(CPY) in 1940. Immediately after the occupation of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, Klára 
Fejős, as a member of the SKOJ District Committee for Northern Banat, was politically 
active in Zrenjanin (Petrovgrad), and then in Bačka. She worked on the formation 
and consolidation of SKOJ and CPY organizations in Banat and Bačka, printing and 
distribution of propaganda material, and for a time she was among the closest associates 
of Svetozar Toza Marković, the organizational secretary of the Provincial Committee of 
the Communist Party of Yugoslavia for Vojvodina. In 1943, she was elected a member 
of the Regional Committee of SKOJ for Bačka and Baranja. She was killed along with a 
group of communists in an armed conflict with agents of the occupying authorities in 
Bačka Palanka in 1943. 

Klara Feješ / Fejős Klára (1921–1943), a revolutionary and communist, killed by fascists in 
an armed conflict in Bačka Palanka. 

 G. S. 

During her stay in Novi Sad, Klára Fejős lived in illegal apartments. Today, a street in Telep 
bears her name. Many schools in Vojvodina were named in memory of the revolutionary 
and communist Klára Fejős. Since 1967, a student dormitory in Novi Sad has been named 
after her. The proposal is for a memorial plaque to be placed on the student dormitory 
building that bears her name. 

 S. K. 

KLÁRA FEJŐS 
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Judita Šalgo (1941–1996) was born in Novi Sad as Judita Manheim. Biographical data on 
her early childhood testify to the pogrom of Jews in Novi Sad during the Second World 
War. Judita, with the adopted surname Šalgo continued her life in Novi Sad after the 
liberation, along with her mother, who survived a Nazi camp, and her stepfather. 

Judita Šalgo graduated from the study program of World Literature at the Faculty of 
Philology in Belgrade. In the 1970s, she was the editor of Tribina mladih (Youth Forum), 
which opened space for a new avant-garde in the cultural milieu of Novi Sad. After 
being forced to leave the Youth Forum due to political arbitration in art and the 
disqualification of the avant-garde, she lived as a freelance artist. In her work biography, 
among suspensions, dismissals and departures, we read that she was: editor of the 
Letopis Matice Srpske (Matica Srpska Chronicle), editor at the Matica Srpska Publishing 
Company and at the Novi Sad Television, translator at the Forum Publishing Company, 
then secretary of the Association of Writers of Vojvodina, and for a time she was active 
at the Novi Sad Cultural Council. 

JUDITA ŠALGO
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In the cultural history of multicultural Vojvodina, she will be remembered as one of 
the most prominent avant-garde poets, writers, multimedia artists, whose oeuvre has 
opened many far-reaching poetic, linguistic and gender identity issues. Her translation 
work is also significant. 

She published several collections of poems: Obalom (Down the Coast, 1962), 67 minuta 
naglas (67 Minutes, Aloud, 1980), Život na stolu (Life on the Table, 1986), novel Trag 
kočenja (The Brake Trail, 1987) ; a collection of short stories Da li postoji život (Is There 
Life, 1995). The novels Put u Birobidžan (The Road to Birobidzhan, 1997) and Kraj puta (The 
End of the Road, 2004), as well as the collections of essays Jednokratni esej (Disposable 
Essay, 2004) and Hronika (Chronicle, 2007) were published posthumously. She received 
the Ljubiša Jocić Award for Poetry (1981) and the Miloš Crnjanski Award for the novel Trag 
Kočenja (The Trail of Braking, 1987). 

Judita Šalgo (1941–1996), a writer, multimedia artist, translator, is an important 
representative of the avant-garde in Serbian culture. 

G. S. 

Judita Šalgo was buried at the Jewish Cemetery, first field, burial plot 4-337. A street in 
Veternik bears her name. There is no landmark in Novi Sad that would remind people of 
her fruitful and significant work in the field of culture. The proposal is to place a plaque 
on the building of the Cultural Centre of Novi Sad, where the Tribina mladih (Youth 
Forum) Club still operates today, which will remind people of Judita Šalgo, as well as to 
name one of Novi Sad’s literary events after her. 

S. K. 
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APPENDIX
Historical Archives of the City of Novi Sad
• F. 150 – Gradsko poglavarstvo Novi Sad (1919–1941), 8938/1934. Izveštaji o radu 

organizacija Kora hleba i Ogranak Crvenog krsta. 
• F. 1 – Magistrat slobodnog kraljevskog grada Novog Sada (1748–1918), 25050/1910.    

Dopis Ministarstva unutrašnjih poslova Magistratu o prihvatanju Statuta Posestrime. 
• F. 1 – Magistrat slobodnog kraljevskog grada Novog Sada (1748–1918), 11647/1888. 

dokumenta za Adelu Nevenu Nemessányi. 
• F. 1 – Magistrat slobodnog kraljevskog grada Novog Sada (1748–1918), 346/1848. 

Fascikla 1. Juditha Horowitz

Museum of the City of Novi Sad
• Jelica Belović Bernadžikovska, Srpski narodni vez i tekstilna ornamentika, 1907. 
• Potvrda Sidonije Gajin o plaćenoj članarini Dobrotvornoj zadruzi Srpkinja 

Novosatkinja. 
• Srpsko-američki orfelinat (razglednica). 
• Pozivnica za Skupštinu Dobrotvorne zadruge Srpkinja Novosatkinja, 1932. 
• Pozivnica za koncert i igranku Dobrotvorne zadruge Srpkinja Novosatkinja, 1921. 
• Fotografija Novosadskog ženskog muzičkog udruženja. 
• Pravila Dobrotvorne zadruge Srpkinja Novosatkinja, 1920. 
• Matice naprednih žena, poziv na predavanje o Žoržu Klemansou, 1932. 
• Matica naprednih žena kao sekcija Matice srpske (potvrda), 1924. 
• Matica naprednih žena, poziv na Skupštinu, 1939. 
• Matica naprednih žena, poziv na Svečanu akademiju o Milici Srpkinji, 1931. 
• Matica naprednih žena, poziv na predavanje, 1932. 
• Pozivnica Novosadske dobrotvorne jevrejske ženske zadruge upućena Matici 

naprednih žena. 
• Fotografija članica Dobrotvorne zadruge Srpkinja Novosatkinja, oko 1930. 
• Fotografija članica Narodnog ženskog saveza Kraljevine SHS, oko 1920. 
• Rukopisi, pisma, delovi bibliografije i biografija Pavla Simića pisani pukom Mileve 

Simić. 
• Srpski učiteljski konvikt (razglednica). 

Theatre Museum of Vojvodina
• Fotografije Milke Marković u ulogama: Ofelije (Hamlet) 1906; Toske (Toska) 1906; 

Božane (Pribislav) 1898; Katarine (Madam San Žen) 1897; Keristane (Raspikuća) oko 
1895; Marije Stjuart (Marija Stjuart) 1909; Sidonije (Froman i Risler) 1900. i sa Ordenom 
Sv. Save oko 1910; 

• Fotografije Sofije Vujić krajem osamdesetih godina 19. veka i u nepoznatoj ulozi 1900. 



Manuscript Department of Matica Srpska
• M. 15. 005 Svedočanstvo Novaković Milene, učenice prvog razreda novosadske 

Mađarske kraljevske državne građanske devojačke škole 1903/4. 
• 5. 951 Pismo Milice Ninković Kosti Ugriniću. 
• 15. 894 Pismo Anke Anđelković Arkadiju Varađaninu, Beograd, 28. 12. 1891. 
• M. 5563 Pozivnica na predavanje Savke Subotić u Budimpešti, 1911. 
• M. 5481 Parta Savke Subotić, 1918. 
• M. 10. 985 Blagajna Matice naprednih (uplata Olge Krno) i Zapisnik odborske sednice 

sa potpisom Olge Krno. 
• M. 10. 985 Adresar MNŽ (adresa Olge Krno). 
• M. 3. 766 Testament Marije Trandafil (nekoliko strana). 
• Zbirka fotografija. 
•  XXVII-24, XXVII-37 i XXVII-39 (Anica Savić Rebac) 
•  XLIV-4, IV-44 (Jelica Belović Bernadžikovska) 
•  XLIV-5, III-86 i XXIV-19 (Milica i Anka Ninković) 
• CLXXXVI-19 (Darinka Grujić) 
• CXLI-25 (Ljubica Obrenović) 
• CXIX, XCI-46 и CXIX-38 (Novi Sad) 
• LXXVII (Članice ženskih društava) 

Museum of Vojvodina
• Zbirka fotografija Novog Sada inv. br. 1590, 1609, 1611, 3316 i 5557. 
• Zbirka razglednica Novog Sada inv. br: 58, 59, 61, 62, 71, 78, 85, 443, 446, 447, 452, 

532, 434, 544, 553, 555 i 5759. 
• Muzej revolucije: Sonja Marinković, Fejős Klára, Grozda Gajšin, Bem Lívia i Vera 

Pavlović (fotografije). 
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MAP 

1   Judith Horovitz (1787–1857).  
Pavla Papa Street and Jewish Cemetery. 

2   Ljubica Obrenović (1788–1843).  
Pozorišni trg / Zmaj Jovina Street no. 5. 

3   Marija Trandafil (1816–1883).  
Houses at Pašićeva Street no. 11, Zmaj Jovina Street no. 16 
and Nikolajevska (St. Nicholas) Church. 

4   Dafina Natošević (1830–1911).  
House at Pašićeva Street no. 7, Dafina Natošević Street 
and Uspensko Cemetery. 

5   Katarina Popović Midžina (1830–1902).  
Jovana Subotića Street no. 3 and Uspensko Cemetery. 

6   Savka Subotić (1834–1918).  
Pozorišni trg and Savka Subotić Street. 

7   Sofija Vujić (1851–1921) and Milka Marković (1869–1931).  
House at Dunavska Street no. 16, Sofija Vujić and Milka 
Marković streets and Almasko Cemetery. 

8   Milica (1854–1881) and Anka Ninković (1855–1923).  
Zlatne grede Street and Sestara Ninković Street. 

9   Adél Nemessányi (1857–1933).  
Petra Drapšina Street, Adel Nemešanji Street and 
Evangelical Cemetery. 

10   Mileva Simić (1859–1946).  
Houses at Temerinska Street no. 21, Grčkoškolska Street  
no. 10, Mileva Simić Street and Almaško Cemetery. 

11   Milica Tomić (1859–1944).  
Houses at Dunavska Street no. 14 and Zmaj Jovina Street 
no. 23, Milica Tomić Street and Uspensko Cemetery. 

12   Jelica Belović Bernadžikovska (1870–1946).  
House at Pavla Papa Street no. 21 and the Uspensko 
Cemetery. 

13   Vida Vulko Varađanin (1871–1957).  
House at Grčkoškolska Street no. 1, Red Cross Building and 
Uspensko Cemetery. 

14   Eržika Mičátková (1872–1951). House at Dunavska Street no. 13. 
15   Olga Krno (1874–1971). House at Šafarikova Street no. 35. 
16   Mileva Marić Einstein (1875–1948).  

House at Kisačka Street no. 20 and Mileva Marić Street. 

17   Darinka Grujić (1878–1958).  
Marczibányi-Karacsonyi Castle and Darinka Grujić Street 
in Sremska Kamenica

18   Jelena Kon (1883–1942).  
Kora hleba i Dečje obdanište Building and Jelena Kon 
Street. 

19   Dr. Katherine S. MacPhail (1887–1974).  
House at Marka Oreškovića Street no. 1 and Dr. Ketrin 
Mekfejl Street in Sremska Kamenica. 

20   Anica Savić Rebac (1892–1953).  
House at Miletićeva Street no. 13 and Anica Savić Rebac 
Street. 

21   Dr. Nada Micić Pakvor (1899–1969).  
Institute for Health Protection of Children and Youth of 
Vojvodina, Hajduk Veljkova Street no. 10. 

22   Erzsébet Börcsök (1904–1971).  
Building at Braće Krkljuš Street no. 23, Eržebet Berček 
Street and Catholic Cemetery. 

23   Dr. Anna Czimmer (1906–1967).  
 Clinic at Majevička Street no. 2a and Catholic Cemetery. 

24   Sonja Marinković (1916–1941).  
House at Maksim Gorki Street no. 30 and Sonja Marinković 
Street. 

25   Lívia Bem (1919–1941).  
Livija Bem Street and Memorial Cemetery of WWII 
Veterans on the New Cemetery. 

26   Grozda Gajšin (1920–1941). Grozda Gajšin Street. 
27   Vera Pavlović (1921–1945). Vera Pavlović Street. 
28   Klára Fejős (1921–1943).  

Klara Feješ Student Dormitory and Klara Feješ Street. 
29   Judita Šalgo (1941–1996).  

Cultural Center of Novi Sad (Youth Tribune) and Judita 
Šalgo Street. 

30  Jewish Cemetery 
31   Catholic Cemetery
32  Reformed-Evangelical Cemetery 
33   Uspensko Cemetery 
34   Almaško Cemetery
35   Memorial Cemetery of WWII Veterans at the New 

Cemetery. 
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About the authors: 
Within the framework of Mileva Marić Einstein Gender Studies and Research Institute in 
Novi Sad, Dr. Gordana Stojaković, through the project the Prominent Women of Novi Sad 
(1999–2010), collected extensive documentation on the history of the women’s movement 
in Vojvodina and on the biographies of the prominent women of Novi Sad from the 19th to 
the 20th century. The collected material has been touristically presented either by herself 
or, as is the case with this publication, in collaboration with Svetlana Kresoja. 
Svetlana Kresoja, a senior conservator-historian at the Institute for Protection of Cultural 
Monuments of the City of Novi Sad, has researched the monumental heritage of Novi 
Sad and the surrounding area. Among her works are those related to the monumental 
heritage of the National Liberation War, protected cemeteries on the territory of the 
City of Novi Sad, as well as the history, heritage and population of the villages of Kać 
and Bukovac. 
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Afterword 
Novi Sad is one of the few cities in Europe that, over two decades ago, had a tourist 
map highlighting the women’s heritage of the city. Initially, the map Novi Sad iz ženskog 
ugla (Novi Sad from a Women’s Angle, 1999, 2002) served everyone who wanted to 
independently tour the city and through the stories about the prominent women of Novi 
Sad, learn about the history, culture of our multi-ethnic city and also experience the 
spaces in which they lived and worked. The map and the book featuring biographies of 
over sixty prominent women – Znamenite žene Novog Sada I (Prominent Women of Novi 
Sad I) (2001) were created as part of Mileva Marić Einstein Gender Studies and Research 
Institute. It served as an activist project that contributed to incorporating women’s 
names into everyday life in Novi Sad, in areas such as streets and squares, names of 
schools and institutions. 
The Tourism Organisation of the City of Novi Sad, as the publisher of the publication 
Female Names of Novi Sad – A Guide for Alternative Tour Lovers in Serbian, English and 
Russian (2014), continued the tourist revaluation of women’s heritage. Through this guide, 
we aimed to offer visitors to Novi Sad the opportunity to independently learn about 
the women’s history and about the monumental heritage related to it. The publication 
Female Names of Novi Sad – A Guide for Alternative Tour Lovers attracted great 
attention of the tourist and the general public, leading us to introduce free guided tours 
- Novi Sad from a Women’s Angle in Serbian and English during the summer seasons of 
2017 and 2018. 
The Tourism Organisation of the City of Novi Sad is once again the publisher, this time 
of a new, revised and updated edition of the publication Female Names of Novi Sad – A 
Guide for Alternative Tour Lovers. Our goal is to continue enriching of Novi Sad’s tourist 
offer and to present the historical development of a city through stories about women’s 
history and tradition. These stories are important not only from the aspect of tourism, 
but also in the realms of education and culture. Therefore, by releasing the publication 
Female Names of Novi Sad – A Guide for Alternative Tour Lovers, we aim to reaffirm the 
promotion of these new topics. 

Branislav Knežević
 Director of the

 Tourism Organisation of the City of Novi Sad
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